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Delegations will find in the Annex the draft Ministerial Declaration that is to be adopted at the 

occasion of the 21st meeting of the Contracting Parties (COP 21) to the Barcelona Convention for 

the Protection of the Maritime Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean, to be 

held on 2-5 December 2019 in Naples, Italy, as well as the related Commission information note to 

the Council.  

 

The Commission seeks the authorisation of the Council in view of adopting the Ministerial 

Declaration on behalf of the EU in respect of matters falling within Union competence. 

 

Amendments to the draft Ministerial Declaration made during the meeting of the Contracting 

Parties will have to be considered and agreed through coordination on the spot and can only be 

accepted to the extent they are in line with existing Union policies and legislation.  
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The Council preparatory bodies on 4 September 2019 were informed of the Commission’s intention 

to enter into this Ministerial Declaration (WK 9363/2019). The Working Party on the Environment 

(WPE) on 22 November 2019 will be invited to consider the authorisation of the Commission to 

adopt the Ministerial Declaration on behalf of the Union in respect of matters falling within Union 

competence. 
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