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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Working Party on Information 

Subject: Public access to documents 

- Confirmatory application No 25/c/01/20 
  

Delegations will find attached the: 

 request for access to documents sent to the General Secretariat of the Council on 

17 September 2020 and registered on the same day, and follow-up letter sent on 12 October 

2020 (Annex 1); 

 replies from the General Secretariat of the Council dated 8 and 28 October 2020 (Annex 2); 

 confirmatory application dated 19 November 2020 and registered on 20 November 2020 

(Annex 3). 
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ANNEX 2 

 

 

Council of the European Union 
General Secretariat 

 

 Directorate-General Communication and Information - COMM 
Directorate Information and Outreach 
Information Services Unit / Transparency 
Head of Unit 

 

Brussels, 8 October 2020 

Ms DELETED 

Email: DELETED 

Ref. 20/1615-6.3-aa/jl 

Request made on: 17.09.2020 
 

Dear Ms DELETED, 

Thank you for your request for access to documents of the Council of the European Union.1 

 

Your request has not identified any document. It rather indicated four interinstitutional legislative 

files: 2018/0216(COD), 2018/0217(COD), 2018/0218(COD), and 2019/0245(COD).  

 

The General Secretariat of the Council (GSC) has consequently initiated the examination of your 

request by means of a search based on the said interinstitutional codes and covering all the 

relevant documents dated from 11 December 2019 until 17 September 2020 (date of your 

request). 

 

At this stage, this examination allowed us to identify more than 500 documents, 33 of which being 

already public by the time you have submitted your request. Please find attached four lists 

containing the reference numbers of those public documents which can be downloaded 

directly from the Council's public register. 

 

 

                                                 
1  The General Secretariat of the Council is currently examining your request on the basis of the applicable rules: Regulation 

(EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding public access to European Parliament, Council 

and Commission documents (OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43) and the specific provisions concerning public access to Council 

documents set out in Annex II to the Council's Rules of Procedure (Council Decision No 2009/937/EU, OJ L 325, 

11.12.2009, p. 35). 
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In addition, we have managed so far to conclude the examination of several non-public documents 

(LIMITE) which can be disclosed. Please find attached document ST 5623/1/20 REV 1 and 24 

working papers ("WKs") related to interinstitutional file 2018/0218(COD), and ST 10607/20 INIT 

linked to interinstitutional file 2019/0254(COD). 

 

In view of the above and taking into account the very large number of remaining documents 

requiring examination, the GSC is unable to process your request within the required deadline of 

an additional period of 15 working days.2 

 

Under these circumstances, we hope that you will be able to accept that your request will be 

gradually processed, in accordance with Article 6(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. We will 

send you the reply in parts as the examination of the documents is concluded. 

 

In the meantime, please note that all the above-mentioned disclosed documents will become 

accessible to the public. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Fernando FLORINDO 

 

 

Enclosures: 30 

 

 

                                                 
2  Articles 6(3) and 7(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 
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Council of the European Union 
General Secretariat 

 

 Directorate-General Communication and Information - COMM 
Directorate Information and Outreach 
Information Services Unit / Transparency 
Head of Unit 

 

Brussels, 28 October 2020 

Ms DELETED 

Email: DELETED 

Ref. 20/1615-ADD-aa/jl 

Request made on: 17.09.2020 (first reply sent on 8 October 2020) 
 

Dear Ms DELETED, 

 

Following our letter of 8 October and your reply of 12 October 2020, the General Secretariat of the 

Council (GSC) has concluded the examination of the documents related to your request on the 

interinstitutional legislative file 2018/0216(COD).3 

 

The examination of your request was carried out by searching and assessing all the relevant 

documents dated from 11 December 2019 until 28 October 2020. It allowed us to identify and 

select 357 Working Papers (WKs) among 925 documents linked to the afore-mentioned 

legislative file. Please find attached those 357 WKs. We have also identified 6 public documents4 

of the said legislative file which were issued more recently and can be downloaded directly from 

the Council's public register by using the interinstitutional code number 2018/0216 (COD). 

 

                                                 
3  The General Secretariat of the Council examined your request on the basis of the applicable rules: Regulation (EC) 

No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and 

Commission documents (OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43) and the specific provisions concerning public access to Council 

documents set out in Annex II to the Council's Rules of Procedure (Council Decision No 2009/937/EU, OJ L 325, 

11.12.2009, p. 35). 
4  ST 10934/20, 10935/20, 11972/20, 11974/20, 12022/20, and 12050/20. 
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As regards points 2 and 3 of your letter of 12 October 2020, please note that the membership of 

the Council's preparatory bodies is exclusively reserved to EU Member States' representatives, 

these being appointed by their respective governments and competent authorities.5  

 

Consequently, owing to the status of Member States' representation in the Special Committee of 

Agriculture6, its meetings are not attended by individual companies and/or industry associations or 

any other private stakeholders. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Fernando FLORINDO 

 

 

                                                 
5  Article 5(3) Council's Rules of Procedure lays down that the names and functions of the officials forming part of the 

delegation of a member of the Council must be notified in advance to the General Secretariat. Admission to Council meetings 

is subject to the production of a pass issued by the General Secretariat. 
6  Please find in the Council publication "Comments on the Council's rules of Procedure…", notably, pages 19-20. 

(https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/29824/qc0415692enn.pdf) an explanation on the legal basis, remit and functions of 

the Special Committee of Agriculture. 
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___________________________ 
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