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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. On 30 May 2018, the Commission tabled the proposal for the European Social Fund Plus 

Regulation (ESF+ Regulation)1, which is part of the Cohesion Policy legislative package for 

2021-2027. The overarching policy objective of the ESF+ Regulation is to help create a more 

performing and resilient ‘Social Europe’ and implement the European Pillar of Social Rights 

as well as the social and employment priorities endorsed by the European economic 

governance process. 

2. The ESF+ Regulation was presented to the Structural Measures Working Party in June 2018 

during the Bulgarian Presidency. The detailed examination of the ESF+ Regulation took place 

under the Austrian and the Romanian Presidencies. The Permanent Representatives 

Committee endorsed a (partial) mandate for negotiations with the European Parliament on the 

ESF+ Regulation on 3 April 20192. 

                                                 
1  Doc. 9573/18 + ADD1-2. 
2  Doc. 7982/19. 
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3. On 28 May 2020, following the COVID-19 outbreak, and as part of the revised MFF 2021-27 

and of the Recovery Package, the Commission proposed various amendments to the Cohesion 

policy legislative package 2021-2027, including to the ESF+ Regulation3. On 22 July 2020, 

the Permanent Representatives Committee endorsed a (partial) mandate for negotiations with 

the European Parliament as regards the amended Commission proposal for the EFS+ 

Regulation4. 

4. On 5 October 2020, Coreper endorsed an updated partial mandate for negotiations on the 

ESF+ Regulation5, to take account of the European Council Conclusions adopted in the 

special meeting of the European Council of 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 July 2020 and of all related 

elements included therein. 

II. STATE OF PLAY OF INTER-INSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONS 

5. During the German Presidency, 8 technical meetings and 2 political trilogues on the ESF+ 

Regulation have taken place. Progress on the negotiations in the last months has been 

substantial, with a provisional common understanding reached at trilogue level on most of the 

provisions, only excluding thematic concentration requirements, governance and budgetary 

provisions. The results of the negotiations are included in the Annex to this note. 

6. Remaining work on the ESF+ Regulation at both political and technical level is to be finalised 

as soon as possible during the Portuguese Presidency. 

7. In the past months, substantial progress has been made during the inter-institutional 

negotiations with the European Parliament. Moreover, the Structural Measures Working Party 

has been regularly informed and consulted about the progress on the negotiations. Following 

the Structural Measures Working Party on 3 December 2020 as well as informal contacts with 

delegations, the Presidency is of the view that, based on the principle that "nothing is 

agreed until everything is agreed", a balanced compromise text has emerged -pending 

work on the remaining open provisions- which has been supported by a majority of 

Member States.  

                                                 
3  Doc. 8394/20. 
4  Doc. 9431/20. 
5  Doc. 10881/20. 
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III. CONCLUSION 

8. The Permanent Representatives Committee is, therefore, invited to take note of the progress 

made and acknowledge the results achieved on the negotiations with the European Parliament 

on the ESF+ Regulation, as set out in the Annex to this note; 
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