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Delegations will find attached a joint statement by Belgium, Germany, Greece, Italy, Latvia, Malta
and the Netherlands to be included in the minutes of the Permanent Representatives Committee and

of the Council.
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ANNEX

Joint statement by Belgium, Germany, Greece, Italy, Latvia, Malta and The
Netherlands

regarding the adoption of a Council decision on an EU position for the 31st session
of the IMO Assembly

We, the undersigned, do not consider the adoption of a Council decision for non-legally
binding instruments to be adopted in the IMO reasonable and proportionate. We urge the
European Commission to continue the informal coordination of EU positions of the
aforementioned elements.

The proposed procedure will have considerable consequences on the work of the Member
States in the IMO and within the EU. It will significantly increase the Council’s workload on
all relevant levels and it will lengthen the EU internal coordination process, as the
procedural workload within the EU will by far exceed the procedure for the adoption of
relevant non-binding IMO instruments. Furthermore, it limits Member States substantially
in their margin of negotiation in the IMO context, without any additional value for securing
the EU acquis.

In this context we would like to recall thatthe Commission has firmly stated on
several occasions that the EU’s focus should remain “firmly on the big things, where
European action has a clear and demonstrable added value”.

14211/19 ADD 2 AV/mm 2
ANNEX TREE.2.A EN

www.parlament.gv.at


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=4660&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:14211/19;Nr:14211;Year:19&comp=14211%7C2019%7C



