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POLITICAL AND SECURITY COMMITTEE DECISION (CFSP) 2021/… 

of ... 

on the appointment of the EU Operation Commander  

for the European Union military operation  

to contribute to the deterrence, prevention and repression  

of acts of piracy and armed robbery off the Somali coast (Atalanta)  

and repealing Decision (CFSP) 2019/1613 

(ATALANTA/1/2021) 

THE POLITICAL AND SECURITY COMMITTEE, 

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, and in particular Article 38 thereof, 

Having regard to Council Joint Action 2008/851/CFSP of 10 November 2008 on a European Union 

military operation to contribute to the deterrence, prevention and repression of acts of piracy and 

armed robbery off the Somali coast1, and in particular Article 6 thereof, 

                                                 

1 OJ L 301, 12.11.2008, p. 33. 

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=47664&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:5089/21;Nr:5089;Year:21&comp=5089%7C2021%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=47664&code1=BES&code2=&gruppen=Link:2019/1613;Year3:2019;Nr3:1613&comp=
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=47664&code1=ABL&code2=&gruppen=Code:L;Nr:301;Day:12;Month:11;Year:2008;Page:33&comp=


 

 

5089/21    FB/RC/fh 2 
 RELEX.1.C  EN 
 

Whereas: 

(1) Pursuant to Article 6(1) of Joint Action 2008/851/CFSP, the Council authorised the 

Political and Security Committee (PSC) to take decisions on the appointment of the EU 

Operation Commander for the European Union military operation to contribute to the 

deterrence, prevention and repression of acts of piracy and armed robbery off the Somali 

coast (Atalanta). 

(2) On 25 September 2019, the PSC adopted Decision (CFSP) 2019/16131 appointing Major 

General Antonio PLANELLS PALAU as EU Operation Commander for Atalanta as from 

1 October 2019. 

(3) Spain has proposed that Rear Admiral Eugenio DÍAZ DEL RÍO succeed Major General 

Antonio PLANELLS PALAU as EU Operation Commander for Atalanta. 

                                                 

1 Political and Security Committee Decision (CFSP) 2019/1613 of 25 September 2019 on the 
appointment of the EU Operation Commander for the European Union military operation to 
contribute to the deterrence, prevention and repression of acts of piracy and armed robbery 
off the Somali coast (Atalanta) (ATALANTA/3/2019) (OJ L 250, 30.9.2019, p. 84). 
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(4) On 17 December 2020, the EU Military Committee supported the nomination of Rear 

Admiral Eugenio DÍAZ DEL RÍO as EU Operation Commander for Atalanta as from 

19 February 2021. 

(5) In accordance with Article 5 of Protocol No 22 on the position of Denmark, annexed to the 

Treaty on European Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Denmark does not participate in the elaboration and the implementation of decisions and 

actions of the Union which have defence implications, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 
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Article 1 

Rear Admiral Eugenio DÍAZ DEL RÍO is hereby appointed as EU Operation Commander for the 

European Union military operation to contribute to the deterrence, prevention and repression of acts 

of piracy and armed robbery off the Somali coast (Atalanta), as from 19 February 2021. 

Article 2 

Decision (CFSP) 2019/1613 is hereby repealed. 

Article 3 

This Decision shall apply from 19 February 2021. 

Done at …, 

 For the Political and Security Committee 

 The Chairperson 
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