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NOTE
From: Finnish delegation
To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee (EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/
Norway/Switzerland)
No. prev. doc.: 5598/1/21 REV 1
Subiject: Prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls at the

Finnish internal borders in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a
Union Code on the rules governing the movement of persons across
borders (Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of the letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 18 February 2021 regarding the prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of internal border

controls by Finland between 22 February and 18 March 2021.
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Ministry of the Interior
Fintand

Helsinkd, | ) February 2021
i Margaritis Schinas

Vice-President of the
European Commilssion

Ms ¥iva Johanssen
Cormmlssioner for Home Affalrs
Eurapean Commissdon

Mr Jepps Tranholm-Mikkelsen
Secretary-Genersd of the Couwndil of the Ewrgpean Union

Mr David Maria Sassoll
President of the European Parfiament

The Ministers of Home Affairs of the
EU and Schengen countries

Dear Calleapues,

The threat posed by COVID-19 persists. Due to the fact that compensatory measures are
not sufficiently available yet and ln order to curb the spread of the new variants the Finnish
Government due 1o neckssity made today a decislon to prolong the internal border controds
as of 22 February until 18 March 2021,

The border controls are pralanged in fine with the declsion of 11 February between Finland
and all Schengen countries, except eetand, and in all modes of transport with the exception
af leisure boats. Border crossing is allowed only for essential work-related travel and persons
riesiding in Finkand or returming o another EU or Schengen country. The opening hours of land
border crossing points are lmited betwaen Finland and Norway at all crossing points to 09.00-
21.00 and between Finland and Sweden at Karesuvanto, Kolard, Muonio and Pello bordar
crossing points to 07.00-21 00, Limitations to the opening hours do not aifect the possibility
of border crossing of transport workers and cargo or any other crossing with essential purpose
to take place outside the opening hours. Other border crossing points will remain open.

Finland continues 10 asses the necessity and proportionality of the meaturas taken at the
Internal borders in light of the development of the epidemiclogical situation,

Yours sincershy,

Mlaria Ohisalo
Minister of the Interjor

Kirkikokstu 12, Halkinki
PO Box 26, FH00023 Governmerit
Ted, G285 480 171 (switchbosrd) | kifmamo@:ntermin.fl (registry] | wwwinterminf
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Sisaministerid
|nrikesministeriet

el sdindd, ||I{| il kuta 2021

Komlssaari Margaritis Schinas
Euroopan komisslon varapuheenjohia)a

Komissaar ¥iva Johansson
Euroopan komissio

Paasihteen feppe Tranholm-Mikkelsen
Euroopan unlonin neuvoston padsihtesrists

Puhemies David Maria Sassoll
Eurnopan parlamentti

EU fa Schengen-valtioiden sisdminlsterit

Hyvit kollegat,

COMID-19-tartuntatautiepidemia jatkuu edelieen, elvathd sisfrajavalvonnan korvaamiseks
valmistellut tolimenpitest ole vield kdytettivissd. Tim3n vuoksl sekd Uuslen virusmuutosten
levidmisen chhiisemiselsi 11.2.2020 tehdyn pi&whsen voimassacloa sksdrajavalvonnan
oalta on valHEmdtsni jatkaa 18 32021 asil.

sisdrajavalvonta on ahemman 11.2, pldtaksen mukaisesti edeliean palautetty |slantia lukuun
ottamatts Suomen ja kaikkien Schengen-maiden wilile pois Jukien huvialuslikenne.
Henkildliikentealle tarkoitetuilla rajanylityspalkoilia salfittula maahantuloperusteita ovat
Suomessa tai muussa EU- tal Schengen-valtiness asuvien paluu ja muwe vERtEmEtan SYY-
Suomen ja Norjan vilisen maarajan rajanyfityspaikat ovat avoinna klo 5.00-21.00 ja Suomen
ja Ruotsin viliselld maarajalla Karesuvannon, Kolarin, Muonion ja Pellon rajamylityspaikat ovat
avoinna ko 7.00-21.00. Aukielealkajen rajoitukset elviil koske tvaralfilkennetid eiviitkd
sellaista valitamatintd henkillikennetts, jolla on perusteltu tarve rajan yiittdmiseen
aukioloaikojen ulkopuolella. Muut rajanylityspaikat ovat awki vuorokauden ympdi.

Spomi arvio jatkuvasti sisirajavalvonnan tarpeellisuutta ja toimien subtesBisuutta
vallitsevaan epidemiatilantesseen nahden.
X
s
Ystavallsin terveisn,

-

M '.1_____.-"| | s e

Marla Ohisak
Sisaministeri

Kirkkokatu 12, Hekinki
PL 26, 00023 Valtioneuvosto
Vaihde 0295 480 171 | kirfaammo @ntermin.fl | wwwintermin G
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