
  

 

6626/21 ADD 1  BCG/ft  

 GIP.2  EN 
 

 

Council of the 
European Union  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brussels, 3 March 2021 
(OR. en) 
 
 
6626/21 
ADD 1 
 
 
 
INST 73 
JUR 123 
AG 15 

 

 

  

  

 

COVER NOTE 

From: Secretary-General of the European Commission, signed by Ms Martine 
DEPREZ, Director 

To: Mr Jeppe TRANHOLM-MIKKELSEN, Secretary-General of the Council 
of the European Union 

No. Cion doc.: SWD(2021) 21 final 

Subject: COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Accompanying the 
document Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and 
the Council on the working of committees during 2019 

  

Delegations will find attached document SWD(2021) 21 final. 

 

Encl.: SWD(2021) 21 final 

052656/EU XXVII. GP
Eingelangt am 05/03/21

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:6626/21;Nr:6626;Year:21&comp=6626%7C2021%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:6626/21;Nr:6626;Year:21&comp=6626%7C2021%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:6626/21;Nr:6626;Year:21&comp=6626%7C2021%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:INST%2073;Code:INST;Nr:73&comp=INST%7C73%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:JUR%20123;Code:JUR;Nr:123&comp=JUR%7C123%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AG%2015;Code:AG;Nr:15&comp=AG%7C15%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:SWD;Year:2021;Nr:21&comp=21%7C2021%7CSWD
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:SWD;Year:2021;Nr:21&comp=21%7C2021%7CSWD
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:SWD;Year:2021;Nr:21&comp=21%7C2021%7CSWD


 

EN   EN 

 

 
EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION  

Brussels, 19.2.2021  

SWD(2021) 21 final 

 

COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT 

Accompanying the document 

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council 

on the working of committees during 2019 

{COM(2021) 69 final}  

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:SWD;Year:2021;Nr:21&comp=21%7C2021%7CSWD
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=52656&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:COM;Year:2021;Nr:69&comp=69%7C2021%7CCOM


 

 1  

 

COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT 

Accompanying the document 

Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council 

on the working of committees during 2019 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) ............................................................................. 5 

Budget (BUDG) ......................................................................................................................... 7 

Climate Action (CLIMA) ........................................................................................................... 9 

Communications Networks, Content and Technology (CNECT) ............................................ 10 

Defence, Industry and Space (DEFIS) ..................................................................................... 13 

International Cooperation and Development (DEVCO) .......................................................... 15 

Informatics (DIGIT) ................................................................................................................. 16 

Education and Culture (EAC) .................................................................................................. 17 

Economic and Financial Affairs (ECFIN) ............................................................................... 19 

Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) ..................................................................... 20 

Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (EMPL) ................................................................ 21 

Energy (ENER) ........................................................................................................................ 23 

Environment (ENV) ................................................................................................................. 26 

Eurostat (ESTAT) .................................................................................................................... 31 

Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union (FISMA) ......................... 35 

Service for Foreign Policy Instruments (FPI) .......................................................................... 37 

Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (GROW) ........................................... 38 

Migration and Home Affairs (HOME) ..................................................................................... 44 

Justice and Consumers (JUST) ................................................................................................ 47 

Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (MARE) ................................................................................. 50 

Mobility and Transport (MOVE) ............................................................................................. 52 

Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (NEAR) ......................................................... 59 

European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF)....................................................................................... 60 

Regional and Urban Policy (REGIO) ....................................................................................... 61 

Research and Innovation (RTD) .............................................................................................. 62 

Health and Food Safety (SANTE) ........................................................................................... 66 

Secretariat-General (SG) .......................................................................................................... 79 

www.parlament.gv.at



 

 2  

Taxation and Customs Union (TAXUD) ................................................................................. 79 

Trade (TRADE) ........................................................................................................................ 83 

 

 

www.parlament.gv.at



 

3 

This working document gives details of the committees that assist the Commission in each 

policy sector and snapshots of their activities in 2019. It lists all the committees for which 

each Commission department is responsible, whether they are still active or not, in order to 

provide transparency with regard to policy sector activities. The comments below the tables 

highlight any important changes (e.g. the creation, transfer or abolition of committees or 

procedures) together with any cases referred to the appeal committee and, for the regulatory 

procedure with scrutiny, any cases referred to the Council (in cases where the committee 

issued a negative opinion or no opinion) or in which the European Parliament or the Council 

opposed the adoption of a measure during the year in question. 

Details of each committee, such as basic legal acts and applicable comitology procedure(s), 

are available in the Comitology Register: 

 http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regcomitology/index_en.htm. 

Explanatory remarks 

The following explanations are intended to help the reader to better understand the statistical 

data, and in particular, why the total number of positive opinions may differ from the total 

number of implementing acts/measures adopted in a specific sector: 

Opinions delivered by the committees may concern various types of instruments: draft 

Commission acts (directives, regulations), decisions designed to regulate a specific legal 

situation, or decisions funding projects under one of the many EU programmes. The impact 

of the committee’s opinion varies, depending on the procedure. 

Under the examination procedure, following a positive opinion the Commission adopts the 

implementing act. It may also adopt an implementing act if no opinion is given (although the 

committee has taken a vote1), with the exception of the following three cases: where the draft 

implementing act concerns certain sensitive areas2; where the basic legal act provides that the 

draft implementing act may not be adopted where no opinion is delivered; or where a simple 

majority of the members of the committee opposes the draft. Following a negative opinion, 

the Commission cannot adopt the implementing act. However, in cases of a negative opinion 

or ‘no opinion’ with a blocking effect, if the Commission deems the act necessary it can 

continue the procedure by either amending the draft implementing act and submitting the 

revised version to the (same) committee or by referring the original draft to the appeal 

committee. If the Commission refers the draft implementing act to the appeal committee and 

the appeal committee delivers a positive opinion, the Commission adopts the implementing 

act. The Commission may also adopt the implementing act if the appeal committee gives no 

opinion. If the appeal committee delivers a negative opinion, the Commission cannot adopt 

the implementing act. 

Under the advisory procedure, the committee’s opinion is not legally binding, but the 
Commission must take the utmost account of the conclusions drawn from the discussions 

within the committee and of the opinion delivered before deciding on the draft implementing 

act. 

Under the regulatory procedure with scrutiny, following a positive opinion, the Commission 

adopts the measure. If a negative opinion or no opinion is given, the Commission submits a 

proposal on the measure to the Council, which then has the power to decide (see Cases 

referred to the Council). In addition, the European Parliament and the Council can oppose the 

adoption of a draft measure, even if the committee has given a positive opinion. 

                                                 

1 This is the situation if no majority is obtained for either a positive or a negative opinion. 
2  Taxation, financial services, the protection of the health or safety of humans, animals or plants, or 

definitive multilateral safeguard measures. 
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The total number of positive opinions delivered by committees may differ from the number of 

implementing acts/measures adopted by the Commission in a given sector, if opinions are 

delivered one year but the instruments are not adopted until the following year. 

A number of committees had no activity at all in the reporting year. This is indicated by the 

figure ‘0’ in all columns. 
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