- Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 20 May 2021

(OR. en, fi)
8993/21
FRONT 192
COVID-19 217
COMIX 274
NOTE
From: Finnish delegation
To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee (EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/
Norway/Switzerland)
No. prev. doc.: 8114/21/21
Subject: Prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls at the

Finnish internal borders in accordance with Article 25 of Regulation (EU)
2016/399 on a Union Code on the rules governing the movement of
persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of the letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 20 May 2021 regarding the prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of internal border

controls by Finland between 24 May and 15 June 2021.
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Ministry of the Interior
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Mr Jeppe Tranholm-hdikkelsen
Secretary-General of the Councll of the Evropean Union

hr Cravid Maria Sassali
Prosident of the European Parliament

The Minsters of Home Affairs of the
EU and Schengen countries

Dear Colkeagues,

The threat posed by the COVID-19 persists and the situation in Europs is still a cause for concern. Necessany
resources for the implementalion of the compensatory measures are not available yet. Due to these reasons
and In order to curb the spread of the new varianis there is a necessity to prolong the temporarily
reintroduced intarmal border controls in accordance with article 25 of the Schengen borders code until 15
Jurne 2021,

In light af the serious threat posed to Finland's intermal security internal border controls are prolonged. In line
with the previous decision made on 22 April 2021 internal border controls are projonged as of 24 May 2021
between Finland and the Netherlands, Belgium, Spain, Haly, Austria, Greece, Latvia, Lichtenstein, Lithuanta,
Luxemnourg, Malta, Norway, Portugal, Poland, France, Sweden, Germany, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland,
Denmark, Czech Republic, Hungary and Estonia in all modes of transport with the exception of leisure boats,

Barder crossing is allowed only for persons residing in Finland or returning to another EU or Schengen country
or with essential purpose of travel. Some limitations to the opening hours of certain border crossing points
remains. Limitations to the opening hours do not affect the possitelity of border crossing of transport workers
and freight or any other crossing with essential purpose to take place oulside the opening hours. By way of
derogation and on the basis of an epldemiological estimation the restrictions regarding border communities
between Finland and Noraay are lifted as of 24 May 2021,

Finland continues to asses the necessity and proportionality of the measures taken at the internal bosders in
light of the development of the epidemiological situation.

Yours sincerely, |
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Marra Dhisalo
Minister of the Interior

Kirkkokaiu 1.2, Helsinki
PO Box 26, FIHOD023 Government
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Sisaministerid
Infikesministeniet

Helsinki, || ) toukokuuta 2021

Komissaari Margaritis Schinas
EBurpopan kamission varapuhaenjohtaju

Komissaari Ylva lohansson
Eurcapan komissio

Pagsihtesn Jleppe Tranholm-Mikkelsan
Eurcopan unionin newvoston padsihbeeristo

Puhemias David Maria Sassali
Euroopan parlamenthi

EU Ja Schengen-valticiden siseministerit

Hywat kollegat,

COVID-19-taruntalautepidemia jatkuy edelleen [3 tilanne Euroopassa pysyy huolestuttavana. Tanvittavia
resursseja sisarajavalvonnan korvaavien toimenpiteiden toteuttamiseksi o ole vield kiyiettdvissa. Edella
mainituista syistd sekd vusion virusmuutosten keviamisen ehkaisemiseks! sisarajavalvonta on valttamatonta
Jatkaa tiapaisesti Schengenin rajasiinnaston arikla 25 mukaksesti 1562021 a5t

Sisarajavalonia jatketaan aiemmin 22.4. 2021 tehdyn padtiksen mukalsesti Soomen sisdisesn turvallisuuteen
kohdistuvan vakavan chan edellyttamien toimien vuoksi 245 3021 alkaen Suomen ja Alankomaiden, Belgian,
Espanjan, Italian, Itdvallan, Kreikan, Latvian, Liechtensteinin, Liettuan, Luxemburgin, Maltan, Morjan,
Portugalin, Puclan, Ranskan, Ruotsin, Saksan, Slovakian, Slovenian, Sveitsin, Tanskan, Tiekin, Unkarin Ja Viron
wihilisessd likenteessd huvialusiikennetts lukuun ottamatta,

Henkildlikenteele arkoretuilla rajanylityspaikailla sallittuja maahantuloperusteila oval Suomessa La muaussa
ELU-tai Schengen-valtiossa aswvien paluu ja muu valttimatdn syy. Tietlyjen rajanylityspaikkojen aukicloalkojen
risjoituksla [atketasn, Aukioboaike|en rajoitukset eivat koske tavaraliikennatta eivatka sellaista vilttamatonts
henkildlikennettd, jolla on perusteltu tarve mjan ylittimiseen aukioloakojen ulkopuolella. Epidemialogliseen
arvioon perustoen 224,202 1 pehiyd paatostd muustetasn myos niln, eité rajalikenteen rajoitukset poistetaan
Sugmen ja Norfan valisen maarajan rajayhteistjen asukkaitta

Suomi  arvio  jatkuvasti  sisdrajavalvonnan  tarpeellisuuttz  j@  tommien  suhteellisuutta  valfitsevaan
epidemiatilanteeseen nabden

¥atawillisin tenveisin,

Maria Ohisalo
Sisdministen

Kirkkokatu 12, Helsinki
PL 26, D023 Vallionewosta
Vaihge 0295 480 171 | kirpamo@intarmindi | www.intermin.fi
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