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From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Council 

Subject: Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council 
session on 15 June 2021 

Global Health initiatives 

- Information from the Presidency 
 

Delegations will find an information note on Global Health initiatives prepared by the Presidency 

together with the Presidency Report on Strengthening the EU role on Global Health in the Annexes 

to this note.  

This note is intended to be presented under "Any Other Business" at the meeting of the EPSCO 

(Health) Council on 15 June 2021 
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ANNEX I 

Global Health | EPSCO 15th June 2021 | Luxembourg  

Strengthening the EU role on Global Health 

I – Background  

Since the Working Group on Global Health was launched under the Finnish Presidency as a multi-
Presidency initiative, the political dimension of global health has increased substantially.  

The EU and its Member States have worked to developed a strong coordinated response to the COVID-
19 pandemic and, together, have played an active role in highlighting the potential to improve their role 
in the field of global health. 

A stronger and more resilient EU, capable of acting in a coordinated manner and recovering from the 
crisis caused by COVID-19 remains a priority. This cross-sectorial approach requires a decisive and 
comprehensive multilateral action calling for an increased engagement involving Non-Governmental 
Organizations, academia, and other relevant partners. 

Furthermore, COVID-19 has exposed the frailty of national and transnational health systems, placing 
additional pressure on the most vulnerable groups, while exacerbating inequalities and differences 
between communities, countries, and regions, including within the EU. Considering the economic impact 
of the pandemic, values which have, In the past, been considered as expenditures in health systems may 
be hereafter seen as investments in resources - at a human, Infrastructure and financial level.  

The lessons learned highlighted the importance of EU preparedness and response capacity to face future 
global health crisis and how full cooperation between Member States' Health Authorities, the European 
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) is crucial.  

In this context, two important legal pillars will improve the EU’s capacity to better respond to cross-
border health threats and challenges: the EU4Health Program, with a significant increase of financial 
resources within the new Multiannual financial framework and the European Health Union package, 
reinforcing the mandates of ECDC and EMA, and improving health security and protection. 

 

II- The Report and the way forward: Strengthening the EU's role on Global Health 

The Report considers the outcome of all the work related to the role of the EU on Global Health led by 
the Portuguese Presidency during the first semester of 2021.  

Additionally, it includes the new legal proposals in the public health domain and the coordinated 
response to the pandemic, developed in close cooperation with the Commission, which will contribute to 
strengthening the role of the EU in global health in the future. 

This consolidated work aims to provide some guidance and topics where further discussion shall be 
continued by the next Presidencies to define the way forward and to develop mechanisms, operational  
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procedures, and working arrangements aiming at improving coherence and strengthening the EU 
coordinated approach to address global health challenges.  

Furthermore, the development and common use of the appropriate tools for data management is of 
major importance. A single EU tracking system to follow all the activities, both at a technical and at a 
political level, would be beneficial for decision-making, and access to key information available in a 
transparent, inclusive and accountable manner. 

The development of an EU Global Health Strategy, based in a new global health governance model will 
improve public health with a solid cross sectorial perspective, including through the One Health approach 
and based on a stronger and more robust EU Health Union, counting on reinforced mandates for the 
ECDC and EMA. 

The opportunity for the EU to improve its coordination, leadership and strengthening its role 
internationally has never been more timely. This pandemic is a true turning point for global health, at a 
time when investment in global health, as a driver of political commitment and development, is 
positively viewed by stakeholders. 

Through constructive multilateralism and through the pursuit of strategic alliances, the EU is expected to 
strengthen its political influence and responsible leadership in global health.  

Strengthening and reforming the World Health Organization, reviewing the International Health 
Regulations or future discussions related to the International Treaty on Pandemics are also important 
challenges that the EU will have to deal with a stronger voice in the short term. 

Global health diplomacy is thus a common need. It is time to make the necessary efforts to build a 
permanent and common Agenda based on a Global Health Strategy in line with a stronger European 
Health Union.  
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ANNEX II 
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