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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Delegations 

Subject: Fourth African Union - European Union Agriculture Ministerial Conference 
(22 June 2021, virtual) 

- Information from the Commission 
  

 

Delegations will find in Annex an information note from the Commission on the above mentioned 

subject to be raised under "Any other business" at the meeting of the Council ("Agriculture and 

Fisheries") on 28-29 June 2021.  
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Annex 

Fourth African Union - European Union Agriculture Ministerial Conference 

(22 June 2021, virtual) 

 

With a view to next year's sixth Summit of the African Union (AU) and the EU, as well as the 

upcoming 2021 United Nations Food System Summit, the AU Commissioner for Agriculture, Rural 

Development, Blue Economy and Sustainable Environment, Ms Josefa Sacko, and the EU 

Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Mr Janusz Wojciechowski, co-hosted 

virtually the fourth AU-EU Agriculture Ministerial Conference on 22 June 2021. The Portuguese 

Agriculture Minister and current chair of the 'Agriculture and Fisheries' Council of the EU, along 

with other Ministers and high-level representatives of the EU Member States, participated in the 

Conference. 

More than 300 high-level representatives and stakeholders registered to the Conference from both 

continents and from different sectors (governments, science, the private sector and civil society) and 

more than 700 followed it via web streaming. Participants took stock of progress on the 

implementation of the AU-EU Rural Transformation Agenda launched at the third Ministerial 

Conference in 2019 and shared lessons learned and best practices with a view to further 

strengthening their partnership on agriculture. The concluding remarks made by EU Agriculture 

Commissioner Wojciechowski at the end of the Conference and the conclusions of the chairs of the 

thematic panels with the list of the implemented actions of the 2019 Rural Transformation Agenda 

are included in the annexes to this note. 

The Ministerial Conference followed up on several of the commitments taken in the Joint 

Communication ‘Towards a comprehensive strategy with Africa’, presented by the Commission and 

the High Representative in March 2020. That Communication calls for, inter alia, an EU-AU 

partnership on agriculture to address the challenges of nutrition and food security by boosting safe 

and sustainable agri-food systems, including through trade.  
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That partnership should also support the development of environment-friendly agricultural practices 

and integrate biodiversity concerns, improve quality services and modernise agriculture through a 

digital transformation. The Conference also took account of the responses to reinforce the post-

COVID recovery of the global agri-food value chain and its resilience against future systemic 

shocks. 

The Agriculture Commissioners and Ministers from both sides, along with the other participants in 

the Conference, took stock of the joint AU-EU initiatives designed to strengthen the intercontinental 

partnership at all levels of the food supply chain. In both Europe and Africa, there is an increasing 

demand for safe, nutritious and affordable agri-food products, with a prime focus on enhancing the 

sustainability of food systems. In the context of Africa's Agenda 2063 and the UN 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, the agri-food sector has a key role to play in generating sustainable 

economic growth and creating jobs. The current economic situation puts responsible investment and 

innovation at the core of the recovery effort. Unleashing the full potential of the agri-food sector 

will require decisive government actions to strengthen governance institutions, promote investment 

in innovation as well as in both human and physical capital, and accelerate regional integration. 

Continued high-level dialogue in the context of the biennial AU-EU Agriculture Ministerial 

Conferences is key to reinforcing the existing political relationship and the strategic partnership 

between the two continents. These Ministerial Conferences are also a good example of effective 

cooperation between the EU institutions and Member States, to be taken forward in the future. 

The positive outcome of the fourth AU-EU Agriculture Ministerial Conference should provide a 

significant contribution to the preparation of the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit and also to next 

year's sixth Summit between the African Union and the EU. There is an opportunity to join forces 

and to take advantage of a common path towards a sustainable, resilient, ecologically responsible 

agriculture that is both adapted to local needs and mindful of global challenges. 

______________
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