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I.  INTRODUCTION 

1. On 30 May 2018 the Commission adopted the proposal for a Regulation on the 

European Regional Development Fund and the Cohesion Fund1 (ERDF/Cohesion Fund 

Regulation). 

2. The ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation was presented to the Structural Measures 

Working Party (SMWP) in June 2018 during the Bulgarian Presidency.  

3. Detailed examination of the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation by the SMWP started 

under the Austrian Presidency.  

                                                 
1  Doc. 9522/18 + ADD1-2. 
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4. On 15 February 2019, the Permanent Representatives Committee agreed on a partial 

mandate for negotiations on the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation (ST 6147/19 

ADD 2).  

5. The Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions have been 

consulted on the file and have adopted their opinions on 17 October and 5 December 

2018, respectively. 

6. The European Parliament voted its first reading position on the ERDF/Cohesion Fund 

Regulation on 27 March 2019.  

II. STATE OF PLAY 

7. Since the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation is a proposal linked to the Multiannual 

Financial Framework (MFF), all provisions with budgetary implications or of a 

horizontal nature have been set aside (in square brackets) for the time being - and thus 

excluded from the negotiations - pending further progress on the MFF. This mainly 

concerns Article 3 (Thematic concentration of ERDF support). 

8. Inter-institutional negotiations on this file started under Finland's Presidency. 4 

technical meetings (14 and 17 October; 21 November; and 5 December) and 1 trilogue 

(12 December) with the REGI Committee took place, with the following Articles being 

examined: 

‒ Articles 1 (Subject matter); 

‒ Article 1a (Tasks of the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund - EP amendment); 

‒ Article 2 (Specific objectives). 
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9. Work has mainly focused on Article 2 (Specific objectives) of the ERDF/Cohesion 

Fund Regulation, due to its importance for the programming of the funds as well as for 

its linkages with the Common Provisions Regulation, in particular the thematic enabling 

conditions linked to the ERDF. 

10. The first trilogue on this file took place on 12 December, focusing on the examination 

of the progress made to date, in particular on Article 2 (Specific objectives). The 

preliminary results of the inter-institutional negotiations, from the Presidency's 

viewpoint, are annexed to this note.  

III. WAY FORWARD 

11. The Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to take note of the progress made 

on the inter-institutional negotiations on the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation, as 

presented by the Presidency in annex to this note. 
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