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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Working Party on Information 

Subject: Public access to documents 

- Confirmatory application No 38/c/05/21 
  

Delegations will find attached: 

 the request for access to documents sent to the General Secretariat of the Council on 

10 May 2021 and registered on 11 May 2021 (Annex 1); 

 the reply from the General Secretariat of the Council dated 18 October 2021 (Annex 2); 

 the confirmatory application dated 3 November 2021 (Annex 3). 
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ANNEX 1 

[E-mail message sent to access@consilium.europa.eu on 10 May 2021 - 11:07] 

 

Dear representative of the General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union, 

 

 

Following your kind suggestion on making a more targeted document request (see your letter 

Ref. 21/0506 and 21/0519-mw/vk), please find attached my information request about 30 working 

documents on the EU list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for tax purposes. 

 

 

I look forward to your reply. 

 

Thank you in advance and have a nice day. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

DELETED 
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ANNEX 2 

 

Council of the European Union 
General Secretariat 

 

 Directorate-General Communication and Information - COMM 
Directorate Information and Outreach 
Information Services Unit / Transparency 
Head of Unit 

 

 

Brussels, 18 October 2021 

DELETED 

Email: DELETED 

Ref. 21/1021-ADD 2-mw/jl 

Request made on: 10.05.2021 
Registered on: 11.05.2021 
 
 

Dear DELETED, 

Thank you for your request for access to documents of the Council of the European Union.  

 

Following the letters sent to you on 17.05.2021 and on 19.08.2021, please find attached 

documents WK 2222/2020, WK 2222/2020 REV1, WK 2185/2020, WK 2094/2020, WK 1090/2020, 

WK 1090/2020 REV1, WK 1090/2020 REV2, WK 1090/2020 REV3, WK 1039/2020. 

 

I regret to inform you that access to the following documents cannot be given for the reasons set 

out below. 

 

WK 5307/2020: Note of the Commission services on the use of tax havens in the context of 

COVID-19 state aid measures 

WK 4378/2020: Overview of current priority work as impacted by COVID-19 

WK 3649/2020: Impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the work ahead 

WK 2104/2020: Review of the EU RESTRICTED classified documents issued by the COCG in 

2017 

WK 2030/2020: Follow up to the AOB item at the December 2019 ECOFIN Council - (Draft) 

questionnaire 
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WK 1306/2020: EU list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for tax purposes: Report #34 by the Code 

of Conduct Group (Business Taxation) Chair on interactions on procedural and/or political aspects 

of the monitoring process = Turkey 

 

These documents reflect very delicate issues pertaining to fiscal policies which may affect in a 

significant way the location of business activity between the Union and jurisdictions outside the 

Union. Their release would severely affect the Union's policy efforts in this regard and weaken its 

position vis-à-vis those jurisdictions. 

 

Full disclosure of the documents would therefore seriously undermine the protection of the public 

interest as regards international relations, as regards the financial, monetary or economic policy of 

the Union or a Member State and as regards the Council´s decision making process. 

 

As a consequence, the General Secretariat has to refuse full access to the documents.  

 

We have also looked into the possibility of releasing parts of the documents.   However, as the 

exceptions to the right of access apply to their entire content, the General Secretariat is also 

unable to give partial access. 

 

Pursuant to Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you may ask the Council to review this 

decision within 15 working days of receiving this reply. Should you see the need for such a review, 

you are invited to indicate the reasons thereof.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Fernando FLORINDO 

 

 

 

Enclosures: 9 
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ANNEX 3 

 

[E-mail message sent to access@consilium.europa.eu on 3 November 2021 - 09:46] 

 

Dear representative of the General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union, 

 

 

Please find attached my confirmatory application to Council decision Ref. 21/1021-ADD 2-mw/jl. 

 

I would also like to notify my new address: DELETED.  

 

 

Thank you in advance for processing my application. 

 

I look forward to your reply. 

 

 

Have a nice day. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

DELETED 

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=78502&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:13450/21;Nr:13450;Year:21&comp=13450%7C2021%7C


 

 

13450/21   MW/jl 8 

ANNEX 3 COMM.2.C  EN 
 

 
 

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=78502&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:13450/21;Nr:13450;Year:21&comp=13450%7C2021%7C


 

 

13450/21   MW/jl 9 

ANNEX 3 COMM.2.C  EN 
 

 
 

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=78502&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:13450/21;Nr:13450;Year:21&comp=13450%7C2021%7C


 

 

13450/21   MW/jl 10 

ANNEX 3 COMM.2.C  EN 
 

 

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=78502&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:13450/21;Nr:13450;Year:21&comp=13450%7C2021%7C


 

 

13450/21   MW/jl 11 

ANNEX 3 COMM.2.C  EN 
 

 
________________________ 
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