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- Report by the Presidency 
  

Delegations will find attached a Report from the Presidency on “Key events and activities held 

under the Slovenian Presidency” with a view to the AOB items at the meeting of the 

Competitiveness Council on 26 November 2021. 
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ANNEX 

KEY EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES HELD UNDER THE SLOVENIAN PRESIDENCY 

REPORT BY THE PRESIDENCY 

General overview 

The Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the EU began on 1 July  2021 with the clear ambition to 

continue the work set out by the “Trio Roadmap for Research and Innovation” – Building a 

resilient, sovereign and sustainable Europe, developed in close collaboration with Germany and 

Portugal. By mid-December, the Slovenian Presidency will have organised 13 events in the field of 

research and innovation with a very clear overarching objective – to guide and support the joint 

process of renewing the European Research Area (ERA) in order to facilitate the European vision of 

knowledge, education and research for a green and digital future. In achieving this objective, the 

Presidency directly addressed the four overarching priorities of inclusive governance, knowledge 

and skills, green transition and the digital transformation.  

Key events held since September 

1. New ERA Conference - Towards a responsible knowledge driven society of the 3rd 

Millennium (26 - 27 October 2021) 

The hybrid new ERA Conference hosted approximately 300 online and on-site participants, 

focusing mainly on key stakeholders of the ERA. The objective of the Conference was to gather 

recommendations to kick-start the implementation of the new ERA Policy Agenda for the following 

three years. The Conference centred on stakeholders’ involvement with the aim to formulate and 

voice existing needs and realistic recommendations that would facilitate implementation of the 

renewed policy objectives. Additional purposes of the Conference were to improve stakeholders’ 

understanding of the ERA, to increase linkages between stakeholder communities and develop a 

common understanding of their needs, which should be reflected in the Pact for Research and 

Innovation in Europe (the Pact for R&I) and the ERA Policy Agenda.   
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2. The 2021 MSCA Presidency Conference – Fostering balanced mobility flows in Europe 

(15 – 16 November 2021) 

Through the online Conference, the Slovenian Presidency provided a platform for 350 participants 

to hold in-depth discussions on unbalanced mobility flows and the reintegration of researchers. The 

objectives of the Conference were to raise awareness of the importance of return mobility and 

reintegration processes to foster balanced mobility flows of Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions 

(MSCA) researchers and showcase examples of existing good practices, barriers, instruments and 

policies to promote the return migration and reintegration of MSCA fellows, bringing their research 

careers, knowledge, and skills, back to their country of origin at the end of their fellowship. The 

Conference also offered recommendations for the implementation of MSCA return migration and 

reintegration instruments and policies at EU, Member State, research organization and individual 

levels.  

Upcoming events 

3. ESFRI Days (6 – 7 December 2021) 

The Slovenian Presidency and the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI) 

are pleased to invite you to the ESFRI Days that will be conducted in a virtual format from 6 - 7 

December 2021. “ESFRI Days” will feature the ESFRI Roadmap launch event, complemented by 

the 78th ESFRI plenary meeting. After a two-year long process of hard and meticulous work by a 

great number of scientists and ESFRI delegates, a new ESFRI Roadmap will be published. The 

Roadmap will include 11 new Research Infrastructure (RI) Projects and report on the development 

of RIs in the previous Roadmap. The ESFRI Stakeholders Forum, a newly established platform 

developed by ESFRI with the ambition to instigate an open dialogue among the different European 

RI stakeholders, in order to reinforce the position of RIs as an essential pillar of the European 

Research Area (ERA), has been postponed.  
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Files and dossiers 

A number of legislative and non-legislative acts and files have already been successfully approved 

or adopted during the Slovenian Presidency, with more to come. In addition to the files adopted or 

approved by the Council, we would especially like to highlight the Ljubljana Declaration on 

Gender Equality in Research and Innovation. 34 parties, including Member States, the 

Commission, Associated Countries, Accession Countries and third countries, have endorsed the 

Declaration.  

The Ljubljana Declaration refers to shared European values and calls on Member States and other 

countries to fully acknowledge gender mainstreaming as a horizontal principle and jointly work on 

improvement in six priority areas of gender equality, which include, for example, gender based 

violence, monitoring and evaluation of adopted measures or support of gender equality plans. The 

Declaration was drafted ”bottom up”, with the support of the current and upcoming Trio 

Presidencies SWG GRI representatives. We are pleased that the efforts that went into preparing the 

Ljubljana Declaration will bear fruit in the ERA Action within the new ERA Policy Agenda on 

promoting gender equality and fostering inclusiveness. 

Horizontal activities 

The Plastic Pirates initiative launched during the Germany – Portugal – Slovenia Trio 

Presidencies has been one of the flagship initiatives of the new ERA Policy Agenda. Its objectives 

are in line with the goals of the green transition and rely on the citizen science approach to foster 

public awareness on both the need for a cleaner and greener future, but also on the significance of 

research in our everyday lives. The Plastic Pirates initiative featured highly on the agenda of a 

number of the Slovenian Presidency events. Slovenia will continue to cooperate and help develop 

the initiative beyond its mandate as the Presidency of the Council of the EU. 
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