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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Delegations 

Subject: Informal Meeting of Ministers responsible for Urban Matters - The role of 
European cities in the green transition and in achieving the objectives of 
the Green Deal (26 November 2022)  

 Information from the Presidency 
  

Delegations will find in the Annex an information note from the Presidency on the above subject, to 

be dealt with under "Any other business" at the Council (Environment) meeting on 

20 December 2021. 
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ANNEX 

Informal Meeting of Ministers responsible for Urban Matters - The role of European cities in 

the green transition and in achieving the objectives of the Green Deal (26 November 2022) 

- Information from the Presidency - 

 

Today’s global challenges are complex and intertwined. They require a multi-level and multi-

sectoral response, combining urban and territorial interventions. In times of disruption, it is in towns 

and cities where place-based, citizen-centred approaches emerge and are applied. Whether it is the 

mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, recognizing the loss of biodiversity, or addressing 

health crises like the current pandemic, recovery should be based on a green and digital transition. 

The New Leipzig Charter (2020) strongly emphasises the transformative power of cities for the 

common good. National urban policies, developed in close collaboration with urban authorities and 

other stakeholders at regional and local level, can contribute considerably to improving the quality 

of life of all European citizens.  

Building on decades of informal intergovernmental cooperation on urban matters, the Pact of 

Amsterdam (2016) launched the Urban Agenda for the EU. For the first time, cities of different 

sizes were at the centre of an initiative that aimed to find joint solutions in direct dialogue with 

Member States, the European Commission, and other stakeholders.  

Cooperation on urban matters in Europe is a case in point: the goal of achieving climate-neutrality 

by 2050 requires a multi-level and multi-stakeholder approach to urban development. To reach the 

objectives put forward by European and global frameworks such as the European Green Deal and 

the Sustainable Development Goals an innovative policy approach is required and the Urban 

Agenda for the EU represents such an approach. By bridging policy silos, the Urban Agenda for the 

EU underlines the importance of understanding the role of cities in the transition to a greener 

Europe.  
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The Urban Agenda for the EU Partnerships have highlighted the impacts and challenges cities face 

on the ground and the bottlenecks in their daily implementation, and put forward tangible actions to 

improve regulation, funding and knowledge exchange. Many of them deal with environmental 

topics: climate adaptation, energy transition, sustainable use of land and nature-based solutions or 

urban mobility. But also the seemingly ‘non-green’ Partnerships, like those on public procurement 

or digital transition, have put forward ‘green’ actions. Irrespective of their theme, many Partnership 

actions focus on Better Regulation and call for the involvement of Member States and the EU.  

At their informal meeting on 26 November 2021, the Ministers responsible for Urban Matters 

adopted the Ljubljana Agreement - reaffirming the Pact of Amsterdam and stating their support for 

the continuation and further development of the Urban Agenda for the EU for green, fair and 

productive European cities. Two new Partnerships will be launched in 2022, both addressing the 

green dimension: “Greening Cities” and “Sustainable Tourism”.  

In line with the Slovenian Presidency’s priorities, Ministers had a focussed discussion on the green 

dimension of urban development, addressing the role of cities in the green transition and in 

achieving the objectives of the Green Deal. The Urban Agenda for the EU addresses environmental 

challenges and provides relevant and inspiring perspectives on key environmental issues with an 

urban dimension. Slovenia asks the Environment Council to take note of the information in the 

leaflet “Addressing environmental challenges through the Urban Agenda for the EU” presented by 

the Slovenian Presidency at the meeting of Ministers responsible for Urban Development on 26 

November 2021 (see the two page leaflet attached). 
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