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European Union-Canada Summit 2025

Joint Statement: Enduring Partnership, Ambitious Agenda

1.  Today marks a historic milestone as we, the leaders of the European Union and Canada, met
to renew our enduring commitment and take a pivotal step to further reinforce the strategic
partnership between the European Union and Canada. Our strong partnership is deeply
rooted in trust and common values and shaped by a shared history of human connection and
robust economic ties. Most importantly, our partnership is grounded in the core values we
share: democracy, human rights, the rule of law, and open, rules-based markets. In a rapidly
changing world marked by geopolitical uncertainty, shifting economic dynamics, and the

accelerating impacts of climate change, this partnership is more important than ever.

2. We stand united in our objective to forge a new ambitious and comprehensive partnership
that responds to the needs of today and will evolve to meet the challenges and opportunities of
the future. This marks the beginning of a long-term effort that will help us promote shared
prosperity, democratic values, peace and security. To do this, we have decided to further
build on existing ties and launch a process that will move Canada and the EU closer together
and that lays out immediate and long-term actions outlined in an ambitious agenda at the end

of this document. We also agreed today on an EU-Canada Security and Defence Partnership.

3. Our citizens are looking for responses to the unprecedented challenges we face. This is why it
is more important than ever to work together to promote our shared values and the rules-
based international order. We will also pursue our common interests, while continuing to
promote and deepen our vibrant trade and investment relationship, and our strong people-
to-people contacts. We will stand together even more firmly in support of peace, stability,

and prosperity in the world, including in Ukraine, the Middle East and the Indo-Pacific.
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We confirm our unwavering commitment to the rules-based international order with the
United Nations and its charter at its core. The EU and Canada will continue to cooperate
closely in promoting international peace and security. Our commitment to sustainable
development remains a key pillar of our relationship. We will continue to be key partners in
promoting democracy, human rights and fundamental freedoms, gender equality and the
rule of law globally. We will take further action to ensure respect for the rights of women and
girls, and to end to all forms of discrimination, including against LGBT]I persons. We will
continue supporting the implementation of the UN Pact for the Future and the ambitious
reforms sought under the UNB8O Initiative. We reaffirm our steadfast support for the
independent functioning of the international criminal justice system, particularly the
International Criminal Court. We condemn threats to the independent functioning of the ICC,

including measures against individual officials.

We are determined to continue working together in responding to the growing challenges to
the international economic and trade order. We reiterate our mutual commitment to
sustainable, fair and open trade, grounded in the rule of law and in respect for internationally
agreed trade rules, as embodied by the World Trade Organisation. This is essential to

maintain global economic stability and to safeguard our supply chain resilience.
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6.  We reaffirm our resolute condemnation of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, which
constitutes a manifest violation of the UN Charter and international law. Our commitment to
ensuring a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in Ukraine that respects Ukraine’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognised borders is
unshakeable. We reaffirm our unwavering commitment to providing continued political,
financial, economic, humanitarian, military and diplomatic support to Ukraine and its people
for as long as it takes and as intensely as needed, in full respect of the security and defence
policy of certain EU Member States and taking into account the security and defence interests
of all EU Member States. We support the conclusion of a just and lasting peace agreement, in
full compliance with the principles of the UN Charter and international law, and join the call
for a full, unconditional ceasefire of at least 30 days, which Ukraine has unilaterally
committed to. We will continue to support the International Coalition for the Return of
Ukrainian Children co-chaired by Ukraine and Canada, and we reiterate our urgent call on
Russia and Belarus to immediately ensure the safe return of all unlawfully deported and
transferred Ukrainian children. We will continue our close coordination of efforts to provide
military equipment and training to the Ukrainian Armed Forces —including through the work
of the EU Military Assistance Mission (EUMAM Ukraine) and Operation UNIFIER.

7. We will increase pressure on Russia, including through further sanctions and taking measures
to prevent their circumvention, and by ensuring that Russian sovereign assets remain
immobilised until Russia ceases its war of aggression against Ukraine and compensates it for
the damage caused by this war. We are committed to ensuring full accountability for war
crimes and other serious crimes committed in connection with Russia’s war of aggression,
including by the establishment of a Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression against
Ukraine. We also remain committed to supporting Ukraine’s repair, recovery and
reconstruction including through the Ukraine Donor Platform and in-country coordination
mechanisms. We welcome Canada’s continued support, through the extension of an expert
deployment to the Ukraine Donor Platform. The Ukraine Recovery Conference in Rome in
July 2025 will be particularly relevant in that context.*

1 We note the reservations of one Member State regarding the strategic direction of certain EU policies towards Ukraine.
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10.

We also reaffirm our continued support for the Republic of Moldova’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, enhancing the country’s resilience in dealing with the consequences of
Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine and the hybrid activities by Russia to undermine

Moldova, in particular in the run-up to the Parliamentary elections.

In relation to the situation and latest developments in the Middle East, we reaffirm our
commitment to an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza, the release of all hostages,
and the resumption of unimpeded humanitarian aid at scale into Gaza in line with
humanitarian principles, in order to address the catastrophic humanitarian situation on the
ground. We reiterate our strong condemnation of the escalation in the West Bank, including
East Jerusalem, following increased settler violence, the expansion of settlements, which are
illegal under international law, and Israel’s military operation. We emphasize the importance
of pursuing a lasting and sustainable peace based on the implementation of the two-state

solution. We see no role for Hamas in the future governance of Gaza.

We express our deepest concern at the dangerous escalation following Israeli strikes on Iran,
and Iran’s response. We reiterate our strong commitment to peace and stability in the Middle
East, including the security of Israel, and call on all sides to show restraint and abide by
international law. We have been consistently clear that Iran can never have a nuclear weapon.
A diplomatic solution remains the best way to address concerns over Iran’s nuclear program.
The EU and Canada stand ready to contribute to a negotiated deal, which imposes verifiable
constraints on Iran’s nuclear program, with the International Atomic Energy Agency in charge
of monitoring and verification. We also remain committed to addressing Iran’s destabilizing
behaviour, including its nuclear proliferation risks, military support for Russia’s war of
aggression in Ukraine, backing of regional armed groups, transnational repression, and

systematic human rights violations.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Security in the Euro-Atlantic and Indo-Pacific regions is increasingly interconnected. We
reaffirm our shared interest in maintaining peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific, including
in the East and South China Seas and across the Taiwan Strait. We will continue working with
regional partners, including ASEAN, to uphold a free, open and secure Indo-Pacific region
based on international law. We continue to be deeply concerned by DPRK’s ongoing nuclear
weapons and ballistic missile programs and condemn Russia-DPRK military cooperation,

which violates UN Security Council resolutions and undermines international security.

We will continue deepening our cooperation and dialogue, together with partners from around
the world, to address key regional issues, in particular in relation to the broader Middle East —
notably Lebanon and Syria. We will also continue engaging with each other on issues related
to Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean, including Haiti. We will stay engaged in
fragile and conflict-affected countries, facing instability or in complex settings, to support

populations, in particular the most vulnerable.

The Arctic will remain an area of close collaboration to foster peace and security, stability,
and sustainable economic development, in particular of the blue economy, in full respect of
the interests, priorities and rights of Indigenous Peoples in line with the United Nations

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The EU and Canada will continue to be reliable and responsible partners. We reiterate
our steadfast commitment to advancing global sustainable development, working with
partners across the globe. We are determined to deliver on the 2030 Agenda and its
Sustainable Development Goals, together with international partners and in multilateral fora.
We look forward to the upcoming 4th International Conference on financing for Development
(FfD4), which will take place in Seville from 30 June to 3 July 2025. We will continue to
deepen our cooperation and dialogue on humanitarian aid, including on respect for

International Humanitarian Law and response to humanitarian crises.
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15.

16.

17.

We recognise the existential threat of the interdependent crises of climate change,
biodiversity loss, land degradation and pollution. The EU-Canada Green Alliance is our
steadfast, joint commitment to ambitious environment and climate action on the global stage.
Carbon pricing, carbon removal and industrial decarbonisation are key to reaching net-zero
and decarbonisation goals, while a high integrity carbon market can contribute to enhancing
the global ambition. The EU is a dedicated participant in Canada’s Global Carbon Pricing
Challenge (GCPC). At COP30, the EU and Canada aim to further promote carbon pricing as a
tool to combat climate change, foster innovation and to modernise our industries. COP30 will
also be an opportunity to highlight the importance of decarbonizing the transport sector and to
promote sustainable transportation solutions. We reiterate our commitment to the swift and
full implementation of the goals and targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework, including through the Nature Champions Network.

We agree that the Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA) and the Canada-EU
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) are at the core of the EU-
Canada relationship. Through these agreements we are developing and deepening our
partnership continuously in response to an evolving global context. We will continue to
ensure their effective implementation and remain committed to achieving their full
ratification. The SPA and CETA have allowed us to boost our cooperation over the past eight

years.

We are committed to further enhancing our EU-Canada trade and investment relationship,
to advance and diversify our trade, promote our economic security and resilience, create
investment opportunities and ensure our long-term security and prosperity. Our relationship is
underpinned by CETA and its benefits are clear: bilateral trade has increased by over 65%
compared to pre-CETA levels. We welcome the efforts being made to remove barriers to
interprovincial trade in Canada and reduce barriers within the EU Single Market as they will

further ease trading and doing business for our companies.
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18.

19.

Ensuring reliable and sustainable supply chains is a mutual priority and we have a shared
interest in diversifying our supply chains and strategic investment. We will foster a closer
cooperation on targeted industrial matters driving global competitiveness and strategic
autonomy, such as artificial intelligence, quantum technologies, space, cyberspace,
aeronautics, biotechnologies, new energies, minerals and critical metals, advanced
manufacturing and cleantech. We intend to maintain a secure transatlantic supply chain on
key technologies such as artificial intelligence (Al), supercomputers and semiconductors. We
welcome the recent announcement of a Canadian strategic nickel project under the EU
Critical Raw Materials Act and will work to identify opportunities for co-investment in
projects of mutual interest. We welcome the G7 Global Critical Minerals Action Plan agreed

under Canada’s Presidency.

We also remain committed to pursuing mutually beneficial collaboration on digital and tech
policy issues and bolstering the bilateral digital trade relationship. Through the Canada-EU
Digital Partnership, we are already working hand in hand on concrete projects in crucial
areas for a robust digital economy, such as research in cutting-edge technologies, and we look
forward to Canada hosting the first EU-Canada Digital Partnership Council later this year. We
intend to enhance cooperation on Al innovation, including collaboration on Al Factories, to
link our high-performance computing infrastructure and to deepen research cooperation in
strategic technology areas such as Al and quantum. We also intend to align our frameworks
and standards in the regulatory field, to make online platforms safer and more inclusive, to
develop trustworthy Al systems and to establish interoperable digital identities and digital

credentials to facilitate interactions between our citizens and our businesses.
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20.

21.

We have agreed today an EU-Canada Security and Defence Partnership, which provides a
coherent, high-level political framework for our joint efforts in this field and will strengthen
and widen the scope of cooperation and dialogue between the EU and Canada. We remain
committed to continuing our strong cooperation, notably through Canada’s contributions to
EU missions and operations, and welcome possible further collaboration on crisis
management in the future. Canada will strengthen its defence relationship with the EU by
posting a defence representative to the EU. We underscore the value of Canada’s participation
in the EU’s Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) projects and look forward to
pursuing additional initiatives within this framework. In line with our shared security
interests, we attach particular importance to collaboration on defence. For Canada and those
EU Member States who are NATO Allies, NATO remains the cornerstone of their collective
defence. Our aim will be to help deliver on our capability targets, including through our
defence industries, more quickly and economically and with enhanced interoperability in
ways that deliver mutual benefit and reinforce the European contribution to NATO. All of the
above is without prejudice to the specific character of the security and defence policy of
certain EU Member States, and taking into account the security and defence interests of all
Member States, in accordance with the EU Treaties. We appreciate Canada’s continued
commitment to European security, which includes the largest deployment of Canadian Armed

Forces overseas.

Recognising the importance of the Women, Peace and Security as well as the Youth, Peace
and Security agendas, we will continue supporting the full, equal and meaningful participation
of women and youth in conflict prevention, mediation, resolution, peacekeeping,
peacebuilding, and post-conflict reconstruction. We recognize that an enabling environment,
Is fundamental to ensuring the safe participation of women, and remain committed to
fostering such environments. We will ensure that Women, Peace and Security is integrated in
all aspects of cooperation on security and defence. Gender equality is a shared political and
security priority, and we will collaborate to counter setbacks against gender equality and the
rights of women and girls.
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22. To ensure comprehensive and sustainable progress, Canada and EU senior officials will meet

at regular intervals to review progress and identify opportunities to deepen cooperation, in
line with existing CETA and SPA consultation mechanisms, and in view of the next EU-

Canada Summit.
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Annex — The New EU-Canada Strategic Partnership of the Future

Together, we will:

Increase trade flows and promote economic security

Support businesses to grow and diversify markets by fully and effectively implementing
CETA.

Modernize our approach to trade by launching work towards a Digital Trade Agreement that
would complement CETA.

Create tools for businesses to better support trade diversification, such as facilitating B2B
matchmaking, cluster-to-cluster cooperation, and supporting the internationalization of small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

Advance our collaboration in the EU-Canada Economic Security Dialogue. Political and
technical exchanges will allow us to identify trends and risks of mutual concern that could
affect our economic security, and cooperation on possible policy responses.

Reduce barriers and strengthen agriculture and agrifood trade.

Prepare ourselves for the energy needs of the future, by cooperating more closely and
exploring options to work together on more resilient, diversified, reliable energy supply
chains, including clean tech value chains, LNG, renewables, safe and sustainable low-carbon
hydrogen and other safe and sustainable low-carbon technologies, in view of increasing
bilateral trade and strengthening energy security.

Continue the existing cooperation on nuclear technologies, including fuels and fuel cycle
services, through the negotiation of a modernized and comprehensive Canada-Euratom
Nuclear Cooperation Agreement.

Strengthen labour mobility by facilitating the movement of highly skilled workers, and

explore shared interests in exchanging information about immigration partnerships.
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Foster competitiveness and resilience through strengthened cooperation in strategic value
chains

e Launch a new EU-Canada Industrial Policy Dialogue to boost industrial and supply chain
cooperation in strategic sectors.

e Promote projects and investments that reduce supply chain risks and foster resilience and the
competitiveness of our industries and critical goods (e.g. semiconductors), including by
promoting projects that abide by environmental, social and governance standards.

e \Work together closely to ensure security and diversity in the supply of minerals and metals
critical to our mutual security and the green and digital transitions, including by exploring
new opportunities to facilitate the two-way flow of investment, materials and expertise
through the EU-Canada Strategic Partnership on Raw Materials.

e Complete the negotiations for a renewed Canada-EU Competition Cooperation Agreement,
providing a legal framework to coordinate enforcement activities and share information
obtained through investigative powers in full respect of data privacy guarantees in both

jurisdictions, as soon as possible.

Deepen regulatory alignment
e Identify opportunities for increased regulatory alignment between Canada and the EU,
including through advancing work under CETA’s Protocol on the Mutual Acceptance of the
Results of Conformity Assessment.
e Bolster formal consultative mechanisms on EU and Canadian legislation and regulations,

including CETA’s Regulatory Cooperation Forum.
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Increase transatlantic security through a new era of EU-Canada security and defence
cooperation, including the full implementation of the EU-Canada Security and Defence
Partnership

e Bolster our bilateral dialogue and operational cooperation in all areas of joint interest in
support of peace, security and defence - such as maritime security, cyber issues and hybrid
threats.

e Advance cooperation on the climate-security nexus and expand joint efforts in maritime
security by identifying opportunities for coordinated naval activities.

e Expand cooperation on defence capabilities, in particular by creating opportunities for
increased defence industrial cooperation.

e Secure and protect our democratic institutions by preventing and countering foreign
information manipulation and interference (FIMI) through increased cooperation through
relevant EU, Canadian and multilateral initiatives, such as the Canada-hosted G7 Rapid
Response Mechanism.

e Consider Canada’s further participation in EU Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO)
projects, with an aim towards joint development of capabilities and greater interoperability.

e Increase defence procurement cooperation through Canadian collaboration with ReArm
Europe/Readiness 2030:

o launch work towards a bilateral agreement related to the Security Action for Europe
(SAFE) instrument
o explore the possibility of establishing an administrative arrangement between

Canada and the European Defence Agency
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Shape the digital transition and promote exchanges in education and on innovation for
technologies of the future

e Deepen cooperation in the framework of the EU-Canada Digital Partnership, and hold the
first EU-Canada Digital Partnership Council later this year to drive this process forward.

e Advance cooperation on Al, cybersecurity, secure digital communication and advanced
connectivity, secure and trusted communications infrastructure (including 5G and subsea
cables), the transparency and resilience of global tech supply chains, digital identity,
quantum science, data spaces, online platforms and fighting FIMI.

e Advance regulatory cooperation under the Digital Partnership, notably in Al and
cybersecurity, so as to work towards the mutual recognition of Al and cybersecurity product
certification including under the CETA Protocol on Conformity Assessment.

e Deepen collaboration by leveraging Canada’s association to Horizon Europe, including on
high priority topics, and exploring its potential participation in EU’s 10" Framework
Programme.

e Expand cooperation for access to world-class high-performance computing infrastructure
through Horizon Europe.

e Support research and industrial collaboration in research security, artificial intelligence,
semiconductors, quantum sciences, cyber security, climate change, oceans, circular
economy, polar research and researcher mobility and training, including through the
Canada-EU Digital Partnership and under the EU-Canada Science and Technology
Cooperation Agreement.

e Promote and defend the freedom of academic and scientific research and the protection of
scientists.

e Increase people to people ties, improve mobility and recognition, including in higher
education and research through Erasmus+, the European Research Council and the Marie

Sktodowska-Curie actions.
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Fight climate change and environmental degradation and facilitate the transition to climate

neutrality

Support for carbon pricing and industrial decarbonisation as priority cooperation areas to
combat climate change.

Bolster competitiveness through cooperation on carbon pricing systems and carbon border
measures.

Work with international partners to promote the full, swift and effective implementation of
the goals and targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.
Collaborate to achieve an internationally legally binding instrument on plastic pollution
covering the full lifecycle of plastics at INC 5.2.

Collaborate on the implementation of the Just Energy Transition Partnerships.

Jointly call for ambitious action to implement the Paris Agreement, in line with efforts to
keep the 1.5°C warming goal within reach.

Continue working with other international partners to promote relevant international
instruments to combatting climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution.

Welcome Canada joining the Global Energy Transition Forum launched by the European
Commission to deliver on the goals of tripling the world’s renewable energy capacity and
doubling the global annual rate of energy efficiency improvement by 2030 in parallel to a
transition away from fossil fuels in energy systems.

Work together as co-conveners of the Global Methane Pledge to deliver on the goal of
reducing global methane emissions by at least 30% from 2020 levels by 2030.

Advance cooperation on the climate—security nexus by exploring a Climate-Security

Dialogue.
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Crisis management

Advance public and private investments, notably in sustainable, inclusive, resilient and
quality infrastructure, including through our shared G7 commitment under the Partnership
for Global Infrastructure Investment and the EU’s Global Gateway strategy. At the same
time, we recognise that investments in human development are a key enabling factor for just
and sustainable digital and green transitions.

Strengthen cooperation on international crisis response and enhance cooperation on
emergency management with the signing of an Administrative Arrangement between the
Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development of Canada and the European
External Action Service on international cooperation in emergency planning and crisis
response.

Respond more effectively to humanitarian crises and explore the possibility of a
humanitarian administrative arrangement to align priorities and facilitate coordination.

Build health security and resilience through enhanced partnerships, including an
administrative arrangement on medical countermeasures.

Building on the sale of 22 Canadian-built DHC-515 water bombers to the EU and Member
States, explore further opportunities to share mutually beneficial technology and expertise in

combating disasters.

Justice and Home Affairs

Explore cooperation between Eurojust, the European Public Prosecutor’s Office and the
Canadian authorities in the field of criminal justice.
Advance the implementation, ratification and entry into force of the-EU-Canada Passenger

Name Record Agreement.

10671/25 16

RELEX.1 EN

www.parlament.gv.at


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVIII&ityp=EU&inr=25841&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10671/25;Nr:10671;Year:25&comp=10671%7C2025%7C



