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“Il’l L I L e s o

EUROPEAN COMMISSIOMN
Regulatony Scrotimy Board

Brasels,
Ares(I025)

Opinion

Title: Evaluation of the implementation of the EU Drugs Strategy 2021 -
2025 and of its Action Plan

Orwerall opinion: POSIT IVE

(i Policy conexd

The Decerber 2020 EU Dirugs Steategy for 2021-2025 was based on theee pillars: (1)
reducing drg supply, (11) reducing dernand, and (i) addressing drug-related harrn,

The cormplerae ntary EU Drugs &ction Plan for 202120025 set out 85 actions to ackiewe
the 11 strategic priotities listed by the strategy.

This evaluation draws conclusions on progress to date and seeks to provide ingmts and
recorunendations for the futare deseelopenent of EUT driag policy and the following cyrle
of the BT Dimgs Strategy.

(B) Eev ksues
The Board notes the add iional information provided in advance of the meeting and
commitments to make changes to the report

The Board gares a positire opinion. The Board ako considers that the report could

furiher imp rove with respect to the following aspecis:

(1) The report does not suffic iently explain to what extent the Drugs Sirategy alone
i responsd ke for delivering certain benefits, particularly taldng into account
that its actons and imp lementation are often rooted in o ther frameworks.

(2) The conclusions do not sufficiently reflect the uneven coniribution of the
Strategy across Member States.

(O Whatio fmp rove

1) The report should be clear sbout the Strategy, what it alore delivered, and the extent
to which its delivery relied on the actions of existing stuectires &g, Ewropol, Eurojust,
etc. It should also be clear on the additionality of the 5trategy over and abosve the work
progrararnes and prioties of these agencies. It should better define the gove marce of the
Strategy, establish who is responsthlelcan confribute to what, and explain how, using

This opmon concerrs a daft eralation'fitness checkwhich may differ fiom the final weson.
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eviderice and case studies, the Strategvand Lotion Plan contdbated 40 guide the worl of
the EU, Mlereber States and Corardssion intiatrees (e.g. EUDA and Europol). The report
should alzo hetter explain howr the Foadraap fits in the owverall evaluation of the Strategy
(21 Conclusions and lessons learned shonld better reflect the uneswen conttibution of the
Strategwacross Ivkraber States, the chang ing drig-related challenges and corre sponding
teeds including research needs. The core lsions showld be be tte r alizhed with the analysis
findings and proporionate to the data lived tationes.

(31 The report could further assess the uneven contribution of the Strategy in Mermber
States by looking at how the Strategy has been reflected im annmal prograrnes and
Mervber States policies. The report conld further elaborate the operational analysis of the
tole of hernber States, and whether, how and where itcanbe improsed. The evaluation
cold show ‘case studies™ that mayw serve as best practices.

{4y The report could deepen the avalyeis of suecess factors, both at the ETT and Member
States lewels, and explain how the implementation has been made possiile ez
procedures, budget, relationship with Agencies and how thew have contibuted to the
suceess of the Strategy The report could analyee in more detail bamwiers to the
impleraentation.

(5) Givern the stated lirdtations on data collectior, evidence gathering and inconsistent
reporting araong Mleraber States, the lessons learned on mondtoring and stardardised data
collection showld identifyr corncrete gape and corresponding additional indicators in the
next strategy which would be BACER (Belewant, Aocepted, Credible, Fasvy to monitor
and Faobmst).

(@) The report should better clavify the baszeline . Although the baseline assessment is
tefered o in the Fraluation raabix as the basis for the data analysis, to allow for a
cotnprehehste corparattve analyeis, the report should gather the corresponding fizures
for the 11 cverarching indicators (as per Sunex I of the Action Plan) and present them in
a table.

Aiorme more o ohyical comments have been send divectly fo the quihor IVF

(D) Conchsion
The lead Service may proceed with the indtiatire,

The lead Service i3 advised to take these recommendations into account hefore

lunching the interservic e consultation.
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