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Conference on Cultural Rights in Times of Crisis and MED9 Declaration on Cultural Rights 

(MED9 Cultural Ministerial Meeting, 16 September 2024, Cyprus) 

Information  from Cyprus 

‘The universality and indivisibility of human rights still suffer as a result of the marginalisation of 

cultural rights’ acknowledges the Fribourg Declaration. Culture and cultural rights indeed are at 

stake due to the ongoing political, economic, climatic, and technological challenges. At the same 

time, culture and cultural heritage, as well as cultural practices can provide us with a wealth of 

knowledge and resilience-building to face contemporary issues. 
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In this context and seizing the political opportunity offered by the Conference of the MED9 

countries hosted by Cyprus this year, an online meeting of the Ministers of Culture was held on 16 

September 2024. The aim was to stir a discussion on prevailing challenges to human rights, share 

information on national strategic planning and adopt a Declaration on Cultural Rights. During the 

online meeting, the Ministers discussed the role of culture in times of crisis. In particular, they 

exchanged views on how they perceive the challenges regarding the protection of cultural rights in 

the Mediterranean region, referred to national strategies and legislation to strengthen the resilience 

of the cultural and creative sector and expressed how they envision cooperation between MED9 

countries in the field of cultural rights protection.  

Guided by the need to protect and promote cultural diversity and human rights in an era of political, 

economic, technological and environmental challenges, the representatives of the MED9 countries 

adopted the MED9 Declaration on Cultural Rights (Annex 1). The Declaration underlines the 

political need for the protection of cultural rights, especially in the Euro-Mediterranean region, as 

an important component of external relations. It also highlights the key role that culture plays in 

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as the positive impact it has on both 

individuals and communities. The Ministers of Culture committed, inter alia, to protect cultural 

diversity, to interpret and make use of the institutions of UNESCO and the Council of Europe on 

cultural heritage in a way that promotes the cultural rights of all, on the basis of common European 

values, as enshrined in Articles 2 and 3.3 of the EU Treaty. 

The online ministerial meeting was preceded on the same day by a scientific conference on 

‘Cultural rights in times of crisis – Contemporary challenges and perspectives’, which was held in 

collaboration with the University of Cyprus and the Organization of European Programs and 

Cultural Relations at the University of Cyprus. 

Cyprus also had the honour to call for the promotion and protection of human rights, with special 

mention on cultural rights, by a Joint Statement of MED9 delivered in the recent 79th
 session of the 

United Nations General Assembly. 

Cyprus invites Member States to build on the momentum created by the aforementioned conference 

and MED9 Ministerial Meeting and make cultural rights more prevalent in the EU agenda. 
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