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Slovenia hosted an informal meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture of the Mediterranean MED9 

countries (Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain) in Portorož 

from 5 to 7 October 2025. The purpose of the meeting was to deepen cooperation in the area of 

sustainable risk management in agriculture. 

On 6 October 2025, the ministers and senior representatives of the MED9 countries, in the presence 

of Vice-President of the European Investment Bank Ms Gelsomina Vigliotti, Deputy Director-

General for Agriculture and Rural Development at the European Commission Mr Mihail Dumitru, 

and Head of the Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation Group at the European Environment 

Agency Dr Blaž Kurnik, discussed sustainable risk management in agriculture, particularly in the 

framework of the  proposals for the new Common Agricultural Policy post-2027. The discussion 

focused  on the effectiveness of existing risk management instruments and the challenges posed by 

climate change, market imbalances and geopolitical uncertainties.  
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As, a result, the ministers adopted a joint declaration (annexed), setting out the key orientations and 

commitments of the MED9 countries to strengthen resilience and foster sustainable agricultural 

development across the Mediterranean region. The declaration underscores the need for coordinated 

action, innovative solutions, and strategic planning to address risks arising from climate change. It 

underlines the importance of fostering closer cooperation at the EU level, as well as promoting 

climate-smart practices that enhance food security, ensure sustainable water management, support 

rural vitality, and strengthen the region’s competitiveness. 

Additional priorities focus on strengthening European risk management mechanisms, enhancing the 

coherence of EU policies, and establishing clearer, more flexible funding rules. Particular emphasis 

is placed on the development of innovative financial instruments and the exchange of best practices. 

A shared vision aims to position the Mediterranean as a frontrunner in sustainable agricultural risk 

management. 
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