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NOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Council

Subject: Draft council conclusions on strengthening women’s and girls’ mental

health by promoting gender equality

- Approval
- Statements by the BG and HU delegations

Delegations will find in the annex statements by the BG and HU delegations in relation to the

abovementioned conclusions.
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ANNEX

N3saBiaenne Ha Penyosiuka buarapus

no 3axkiaoyeHusaTa Ha CbBeTa OTHOCHO YKpenBaHETO HA ICUXUYIHOTO 3APpaBe HA }KEHUTEC U

MOMHMYETATA YP€3 HAChPYAaBaAHE HA PABEHCTBOTO MEKAY IMOJTOBETE

Peny6m/n<a B’bﬂrapI/ISI OoTJaBa rojiiIMoO 3Ha4YCHUC HA YTBBPKAABAHCTO U 3alllMTAaTa Ha IIpaBaTa Ha
YOBCKA U MOTBBPIKAAaBa CBOS AHTAXKUMCHT 34 I'apaHTHPAHC HA PABCHCTBOTO U 60p6aTa C

JAUCKPUMHHAILIUATA KATO OCHOBHU LICHHOCTU HaA EBpOHCﬁCKHH CBbIO3.

[Ipe3 2018 r. KoncTuTynmoHHuAT b Ha Penybnuka bbirapus npue perieHue, B KOETO ce
nocoyna, ye Konsennusarta Ha CpBera Ha EBpomna 3a npeBeHIus 1 00pba ¢ HACMIIMETO HAJl )KEHU U
JIOMAIIHOTO Hacuiue (,,VicTanOyackaTa KOHBEHIIMA ) YTBbpIK/IaBa MPaBHU KOHIIETILUH, CBBP3aHU C
KOHIIENIIMATA 32 ,,Jender, KouTo ca HeChbBMECTHMHU C OCHOBHUTE NpUHIMIH Ha KoHCcTUTYHMSATa HAa
bearapus. Ocsen ToBa npe3 2021 r. KOHCTUTYLHOHHUSAT CbhJ TOIBIHUTENHO MOSICHU, Ye
MOHSATHETO ,,1ION* (aHTII. ,,s€X*‘), m3nmo3BaHo B KOHCTUTYyIHTA, B KOHTEKCTA Ha HAIIMOHATHUS

IpaBOB pCA, CJICBA 1a CC pa361/1pa CaMO B HETOBHS OMOJIOTHYEH CMHUCHII (M’b)Ke n )KCHI/I).

B naparpad 9 ot 3axnmouenuama na Cveema omHocHo yKpenganemo Ha NCUXUYHOMO 30page Ha
JHCeHume U MoMu4emama 4pe3 HacbpuasaHne Ha pageHCcmaomo medxHcoy noioseme ce LUTUpa
Cvobwenuemo na Komucusama omuocHo ysaniocmen n00X00 KoM NCUXUYHOMO 30pase, B KOETO Ce
ChJIBPKAT TEPMUHHU, KOUTO Ca HECHbBMECTUMH ¢ OMHAPHOTO pa3dupaHe 3a 10, ChbIIacHO

OBJIT APCKOTO 3aKOHOJATCIICTBO.

OTunTaliky 3Ha4YE€HUETO Ha YKPCHBAHCTO HA IICUXUYHOTO 3IpaBC HA ) KCHUTC 1 MOMUYCTATA, B 1yX
Ha KoMITpomHuc, Penyonuka bbirapus moakpens npueMaHeTo Ha 3aKi0ueHusmad, Kato B
crotBeTcTBUE ¢ Pemenus Ne 13/2018 u 15/2021 na Konctutyunonnus cb1 Ha PenmyOnuka
Bwarapus, crpanara cu 3ama3Ba MpaBOTO Jla TH MPUIIara ¢ pa3oMpaHeTo, ye MOHATHETO 3a 0 UMa
caMO U €IUHCTBECHO OHMOJIOrMYEH CMHUCHI — MBXKA U JKCHCKHU, 1 HC ITpUCMa TCPMUHUTEC OT
Cvoouenuemo na Komucusama omuocho ysnocmer nooxoo KoM NCUXUYHOMO 30page, KOUTO

HN3JIn3aT U3BBHH HETO.
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COURTESY TRANSLATION PROVIDED BY THE DELEGATION

Statement by the Republic of Bulgaria
on the Council Conclusions

on Strengthening Women’s and Girls’ Mental Health by Promoting Gender Equality

The Republic of Bulgaria attaches great importance to promoting and protecting human rights and
reaffirms its commitment to ensuring equality and combating discrimination as fundamental values

of the European Union.

In 2018, the Bulgarian Constitutional Court adopted a decision stating that the Council of Europe’s
Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence
(‘Istanbul Convention’) promotes legal concepts related to the notion of gender that are
incompatible with the main principles of the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria. Furthermore,
in 2021, the Constitutional Court further clarified that the term ‘sex’ used in the Constitution,
should, in the context of the national legal order, be understood in its biological sense only (men

and women).

Paragraph 9 of the Council Conclusions on Strengthening Women'’s and Girls’ Mental Health by
Promoting Gender Equality quotes the Commission’s Communication on a comprehensive
approach to mental health, which contains notions that are incompatible with the binary

understanding of gender, according to Bulgarian legislation.

Considering the importance of strengthening the mental health of women and girls, in the spirit of
compromise, the Republic of Bulgaria supports the approval of the Conclusions while in accordance
with Decisions No. 13/2018 and 15/2021 of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Bulgaria,
the country reserves the right to apply them with the understanding that the concept of “gender” has
only and exclusively a biological sense - male and female, and does not accept the notions from the

Commission’s Communication on a comprehensive approach to mental health that go beyond it.
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Statement by Hungary
on the Council Conclusions

on Strengthening Women’s and Girls’ Mental Health by Promoting Gender Equality

Hungary believes that the Presidency’s approach towards gender equality is based on a delicately
balanced compromise therefore we support the current approach of the Council Conclusions on

strengthening women’s and girls’ mental health by promoting gender equality.

Hungary recognises and promotes equality between men and women in accordance with the
Fundamental Law of Hungary and the primary law, principles and values of the European Union, as
well as commitments and principles stemming from international law. Equality between women and
men is enshrined in the Treaties of the European Union as a fundamental value. In line with these
and its national legislation, Hungary interprets the term ‘gender’ as a reference to ‘sex’ in the
Council Conclusions on strengthening women'’s and girls’ mental health by promoting gender

equality.

Hungary declares that the Commission's Communication on ‘a Union of Equality: Gender Equality
Strategy 2020-2025 * mentioned in the Council Conclusions on strengthening women’s and girls’
mental health by promoting gender equality should be interpreted with due regard to national

competences and the specific circumstances in each Member State.

Furthermore, Hungary declares that the Commission’s strategy adopted in 2020: the LGBTIQ
Equality Strategy 2020-2025 (COM(2020) 698 final) referred to in the Council Conclusions on
strengthening women'’s and girls’ mental health by promoting gender equality should be interpreted

with due regard to the national competences and the specific circumstances in each Member State.
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