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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Delegations 

Subject: AOB for the meeting of the Transport, Telecommunications and Energy 
Council on 5 December 2024 

Joint non-paper on the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) III 

-    Information from Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
  

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania will inform the delegations about a joint non-paper which was signed 

by the Ministers of Infrastructure/Transport of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania at a joint meeting on 

the 6th September in Palanga. 

In light of the upcoming discussions about the next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), 

the Ministers signed a non-paper titled “CEF III – a focused approach to bring the EU closer 

together”. This non-paper highlights the key importance that the Connecting Europe Facility 

(CEF) has played in the funding of large-scale cross-border infrastructure projects, not only in 

the field of transport but also in energy and telecommunications. 

The Ministers emphasised that CEF or a similar instrument with appropriate financing must 

continue in the next MFF to advance the EU’s overarching goals related to mobility and climate 

initiatives. It was further underlined that a centrally coordinated funding programme is instrumental 

to complete cross-border missing links and that focus should be set on projects with the highest 

value added on the EU level. 
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The non-paper also stressed that the completion of these projects has become even more important 

with the changed geopolitical reality after the Russian full-scale war against Ukraine. 

With this in mind, the Ministers also called for additional focus and funding for Military Mobility. 

Finally, the improvement of connections to neighbouring EU candidate countries was accentuated. 
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