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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1. CONTEXT OF THE PROPOSAL
. Reasons for and objectives of the proposal

Council Regulation (EU) 2026/249! fixes for 2026, 2027 and 2028 the fishing opportunities
for certain fish stocks, applicable in EU waters and, for EU fishing vessels, in certain non-EU
waters. The proposal amends those fishing opportunities to take account of the latest scientific
advice and other developments.

. Consistency with existing policy provisions in the policy area

The measures proposed are consistent with the objectives set out in Regulation (EU)
No 1380/2013? of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Common Fisheries
Policy (CFP) (‘Basic Regulation’), that are to be applied among others when establishing
fishing opportunities, i.e. catch and fishing effort limits. One of the objectives of the CFP is to
restore stocks to levels that can deliver the maximum sustainable yield (MSY) and to maintain
them at those levels. The aim is to ensure that EU fisheries are ecologically as well as
economically and socially sustainable.

. Consistency with other Union policies

The proposed measures are consistent with other EU policies, in particular Directive
2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council® (‘Marine Strategy Framework
Directive’) and aim to contribute to achieving good environmental status (GES) for descriptor
3 in particular, which requires all commercially exploited fish and shellfish to be within safe
biological limits.

2. LEGAL BASIS, SUBSIDIARITY AND PROPORTIONALITY
. Legal basis

The legal basis of the proposal is Article 43(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU).

. Subsidiarity

The proposal falls under the exclusive EU competence as referred to in Article 3(1)(d) TFEU.
Therefore, the subsidiarity principle does not apply.

. Proportionality

The proposal allocates fishing opportunities to Member States in accordance with the
objectives and rules set out in the Basic Regulation as well as the outcome of multilateral or

! Council Regulation (EU) 2026/249 of 26 January 2026 fixing for 2026, 2027 and 2028 the fishing
opportunities for certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing vessels, in
certain non-Union waters, and amending Regulation (EU) 2025/202 (OJ L, 2026/249, 30.1.2026, ELI:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2026/249/0j).

2 Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 on
the Common Fisheries Policy, amending Council Regulations (EC) No 1954/2003 and (EC) No
1224/2009 and repealing Council Regulations (EC) No 2371/2002 and (EC) No 639/2004 and Council
Decision 2004/585/EC (OJ L 354, 28.12.2013, p. 22, ELI: http://data.europa.cu/eli/reg/2013/1380/0j).

3 Directive 2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 2008 establishing a
framework for community action in the field of marine environmental policy (Marine Strategy
Framework Directive) (OJ L 164, 25.6.2008, p. 19, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2008/56/0j).
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bilateral consultations with non-EU countries, including in the context of regional fisheries
management organisations (RFMOs). As a result, the fishing opportunities should be fixed on
the basis of the best available scientific advice, taking into account biological and socio-
economic considerations in mixed fisheries where possible.

Pursuant to Article 16(6) and (7) and Article 17 of the Basic Regulation, Member States are to
decide how the fishing opportunities available to them may be allocated to vessels flying their
flag in accordance with certain criteria set out in those Articles. Therefore, Member States
have the necessary margin of discretion when distributing the allocated quotas, in line with
their preferred social/economic model for using the fishing opportunities available to them.

o Choice of the instrument

Given that the proposal amends an existing regulation, the most appropriate legal instrument
is a regulation.

3. RESULTS OF EX POST EVALUATIONS, STAKEHOLDER
CONSULTATIONS AND IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

. Ex-post evaluations/fitness checks of existing legislation

Not applicable.

. Stakeholder consultations

The Commission has consulted stakeholders, in particular through the advisory councils, on
the basis of its annual communication entitled ‘Sustainable fishing in the EU: state of play
and orientations for 2026’ (COM(2025) 296 final).

The responses to that annual communication set out their views on the Commission’s
evaluation of the status of the resources and on the appropriate management response. The
Commission considered those responses when formulating the proposal.

. Collection and use of expertise

International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) expert groups and decision-
making bodies have developed a framework for ICES scientific advice. That framework is
based on the best available science and peer reviewed by independent experts. ICES scientific
advice is issued on the basis of that framework and with a view to allow the implementation
of the objectives and rules of the Basic Regulation, as requested by the Commission.

. Impact assessment
The scope of the proposal is circumscribed by Article 43(3) of the TFEU.

This proposal seeks to avoid short-term approaches in favour of long-term sustainability. It
takes account of initiatives by stakeholders and advisory councils if they have been positively
reviewed by ICES. The Commission’s CFP reform proposal was based on an impact
assessment (SEC(2011) 891) that considered that while achieving the MSY objective was a
necessary condition for environmental, economic and social sustainability, those three
objectives cannot be achieved in isolation.

As regards fishing opportunities for RFMOs stocks and for stocks jointly managed with non-
EU countries, this proposal essentially implements internationally agreed measures. Any
aspects that are relevant to assessing possible impacts of the fishing opportunities are dealt

2
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with in the preparation and conduct of international negotiations in which the EU’s fishing
opportunities are agreed with non-EU countries.

. Regulatory fitness and simplification
Not applicable.
. Fundamental rights

The proposal complies with fundamental rights and in particular those recognised by the
Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.

4. BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS

The proposed measures will have no budgetary implications.

5. OTHER ELEMENTS
. Detailed explanation of the specific provisions of the proposal

The proposal seeks to amend Council Regulation (EU) 2026/249 as described below.
Remedial measures agreed with the UK

In 2025, the Union and the United Kingdom (UK) held bilateral consultations on the setting
of a large number of total allowable catches (TACs) for 2026, including certain measures
functionally linked to those TACs, for stocks listed in Annex 35 to the Trade and Cooperation
Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, of the
one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the other part?
(‘Trade and Cooperation Agreement’). The outcome of the consultations was documented in a
written record signed by the Heads of Delegation on 10 December 2025.

As documented in the written record, the Heads of Delegation agreed to recommend to their
respective authorities that the remedial measures for cod, haddock and whiting in the Celtic
Sea and Irish Sea and for sole and plaice in the Channel should start applying, in principle, no
later than 1 June 2026, in both parties alike to ensure level playing field as the stocks in
question are jointly managed. That would be subject to the Parties having notified the
completion of their respective internal procedures required for the adoption of those remedial
measures, considering that legislative procedures may be required in the UK side for the entry
into force of some of the measures in question. The UK has informed the Commission
services that the completion of its internal procedures for the adoption of some of those
remedial measures in UK law is still pending.

The remedial measures agreed for cod, haddock and whiting in the Celtic Sea will enter into
force on 1 June, as currently established in Article 62(2)(d) of Regulation 2026/249.

The remedial measures agreed for cod and whiting in the Irish Sea and for sole and plaice in
the Channel will enter into force in EU and UK waters once the UK has notified the date of
completion of its internal procedures for adoption of the relevant measures. Pending more

4 Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy

Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the
other part (OJ L 149, 30.4.2021, p. 10, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2021/689(1)/0j).
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/fisheries/international-agreements/northern-agreements_en
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concrete information by the UK on the expected completion of its relevant internal procedures
for adoption of the measures, the starting date of application for the remedial measures for
cod and whiting in the Irish Sea and for sole and plaice in the Channel is marked ‘pm’ (pro
memoria) in this proposal. As soon as that information is received from the UK, the
Commission services will update the proposal by means of a non-paper proposing a starting
date of application for those measures on or after 1 June 2026, which is the start date of
application established by Regulation (EU) 2026/249.

Sandeel in the North Sea

Regulation (EU) 2026/49 provisionally marked as ‘to be established’ the TAC for sandeel and
associated by-catches (Ammodytes spp.) in EU and UK waters of International Council for the
Exploration of the Sea (ICES) subarea 4, UK waters of ICES division 2a (North Sea) and EU
waters of division 3a (Skagerrak and Kattegat) for 2026, pending publication by ICES of the
scientific advice for the relevant stock for 2026.

ICES published its scientific advice for sandeel in ICES subarea 4 and division 3a for 2026 on
27 February 2026. Following the publication of that advice, the EU will hold bilateral
consultations with the UK on the level of that TAC for 2026 in accordance with Articles
498(2), (4) and (6) of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement. Pending the outcome of those
bilateral consultations, the text of the relevant recital of Council Regulation (EU) 2025/669° is
included in square brackets and the TAC for sandeel and associated by-catches in ICES
subarea 4 and divisions 2a and 3a for 2026 is marked ‘pm’ (pro memoria) in this proposal. As
soon as the outcome of those bilateral consultations is known, the Commission services will
update the proposal by means of a non-paper proposing that TAC for 2026 at the level agreed
with the UK.

Mackerel in the north-east Atlantic

Mackerel (Scomber scombrus) in the north-east Atlantic is subject to annual coastal States’
consultations on the management for that stock and is a stock that is also managed by the
North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC).

Given that, in December 2025, coastal States’ consultations between the EU, the Faroe
Islands, Greenland, Iceland, Norway and the UK were still ongoing and NEAFC did not adopt
a recommendation setting the TAC for mackerel at its annual meeting held on 11 and 14
November 2025, Regulation (EU) 2026/249 sets provisional EU quotas for mackerel for the
first half of 2026. Given the seasonality of the mackerel fishery, the provisional EU quotas are
set at 90% of the level advised by ICES” and in line with the approach applied since 20218

Taking into account bilateral and multilateral consultations on the management of the
mackerel stock and before the expiry of the provisional EU quotas on 30 June 2026, the
Council should set EU quotas for mackerel for 2026, while respecting the provisions of the

6 Council Regulation (EU) 2025/669 of 31 March 2025 amending Regulation (EU) 2025/202 fixing for
2025 and 2026 the fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for
Union fishing vessels, in certain non-Union waters (OJ L, 2025/669, 1.4.2025, ELIL
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/669/0j).

7 https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.27202689.v2

Approach based on an EU-UK joint share of 49,29% of the TAC for mackerel, after applying the quota

transfers resulting from implementing respectively tables B and F of Annex 36 of the Trade and

Cooperation Agreement.
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Trade and Cooperation Agreement. The quotas are marked ‘pm’ in this proposal, but the
Commission services will soon update this proposal by means of a non-paper proposing those
EU quotas for 2026.

Access for Atlanto-Scandian herring and blue whiting

As the bilateral consultations between the EU and Norway regarding access to their respective
waters for fishing for herring (Clupea harengus) (‘Atlanto-Scandian herring’) and blue
whiting (Micromesistius poutassou) in the north-east Atlantic had not been concluded at the
time of adoption of Regulation (EU) 2026/249, the corresponding access levels for 2026 were
marked ‘to be established’ in that Regulation.

Pending the outcome of those bilateral consultations, the access levels are marked ‘pm’ in this
proposal. Once the outcome of the consultations is known, the Commission services will
update the proposal by means of a non-paper proposing those access levels for 2026 at the
level agreed with Norway.

Cod in the north-east Arctic

Regulation (EU) 2026/249 sets a provisional EU quota for cod (Gadus morhua) in Svalbard
waters and international waters of ICES subarea 1 and division 2b (north-east Arctic) for the
period from 1 January to 30 June 2026, pending the setting of a reference TAC for cod in the
north-east Arctic for 2026.

Following the setting of that reference TAC for 2026, the definitive EU quota for cod in
Svalbard waters and international water of ICES subarea 1 and division 2b for 2026 should be
set. It is therefore proposed to set that definitive EU quota for 2026 based on the reference
TAC for 2026 and on the EU’s historical share of north-east Arctic cod.

ICCAT

Fishing effort limits for EU vessels fishing for bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) in part of the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) Convention area,
east of 45°W, including the Mediterranean, and maximum input and capacity for EU farms of
bluefin tuna in that area, are based on information provided in the annual plans referred to in
Articles 11, 13 and 15 of Regulation (EU) 2023/2053 of the European Parliament and of the
Council’. Member States are to transmit those plans to the Commission by 31 January each
year, pursuant to Article 16(1) of Regulation (EU) 2023/2053. Those plans are then compiled
by the Commission and form the basis for the establishment of an EU annual plan, which is
transmitted to the ICCAT Secretariat for discussion and approval by ICCAT, as required by
Article 16(2) of Regulation (EU) 2023/2053. Pending the submission and approval by ICCAT
of the EU annual plan, the text of the relevant recital of Regulation (EU) 2025/669 is included
in square brackets and the EU fishing effort limits and the EU maximum farming input and
capacity for 2026 are marked ‘pm’ in this proposal. As soon as the EU annual plan is

9 Regulation (EU) Regulation (EU) 2023/2053 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13
September 2023 establishing a multiannual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic
and the Mediterranean, amending Regulations (EC) No 1936/2001, (EU) 2017/2107, and (EU)
2019/833 and repealing Regulation (EU) 2016/1627 (OJ L 238, 27.9.2023, p. 1, ELIL
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2053/07).
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approved by ICCAT, the Commission services will update the proposal by means of a non-
paper proposing those fishing effort limits and maximum farming input and capacity for 2026.

In addition, pursuant to Article 8 of Regulation (EU) 2023/2053, Member States may request
to transfer a maximum 5% of their annual quota of bluefin tuna in the ICCAT Convention
area, east of 45°W from the preceding year to a given year. Where Member States make such
a request, they are required to submit to the Commission a revised annual fishing plan. Based
on such revised annual fishing plans, the Commission will submit a revised EU annual plan to
the ICCAT Secretariat for discussion and approval by ICCAT, pursuant to Article 11(5) of
Regulation (EU) 2023/2053. Pending: (i) the possible inclusion by the Commission of a
request for carry-over of the EU quota from 2025 to 2026 in the EU annual plan and the
approval by ICCAT of such revisions to the EU annual plan; and (ii) the availability of data
on quota use by Member States for that stock in the preceding year, the text of the relevant
recital of Regulation (EU) 2025/669 is included in square brackets and the TAC for bluefin
tuna in the Atlantic Ocean, east of 45°W for 2026 is marked ‘pm’ in this proposal. As soon as
the EU annual plan is approved by ICCAT and data on quota use by Member States becomes
available, the Commission services will update the proposal by means of a non-paper
proposing to amend the quotas of those Member States for that stock for 2026 accordingly.
When calculating the amended quotas of Member States, both underfishing and overfishing
by Member States in the preceding year will be taken into account. In cases of overfishing,
quota deductions are to be applied in accordance with the procedures laid down in Article 105
and Article 107a of Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009'°.

Moreover, pursuant to Articles 8a, 17b and 18b of Regulation (EU) 2017/2107 of the
European Parliament and of the Council'! a Member State’s annual quota for: (i) bigeye tuna
(Thunnus obesus) in the ICCAT Convention area; (ii) albacore (Thunnus alalunga) in the
ICCAT Convention area, both north of 5°N and south of 5°N; and (iii) swordfish (Xiphias
gladius) in the ICCAT Convention area, both north of 5°N and south of 5°N, may be
transferred from the penultimate year to a given year in accordance with the relevant ICCAT
recommendations. It is therefore proposed to amend the quotas of those Member States for
those stocks for 2026 accordingly. When calculating the amended quotas of Member States,
both underfishing and overfishing by Member States in the penultimate year will be taken into
account. In cases of overfishing, quota deductions are to be applied in accordance with the
procedures laid down in Article 105 and Article 107a of Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009.

SPRFMO

In Regulation (EU) 2026/249, the TACs in the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management
Organisation (SPRFMO) Convention area are provisionally set at zero and measures

10 Council Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 of 20 November 2009 establishing a Community control
system for ensuring compliance with the rules of the common fisheries policy, amending Regulations
(EC) No 847/96, (EC) No 2371/2002, (EC) No 811/2004, (EC) No 768/2005, (EC) No 2115/2005, (EC)
No 2166/2005, (EC) No 388/2006, (EC) No 509/2007, (EC) No 676/2007, (EC) No 1098/2007, (EC)
No 1300/2008, (EC) No 1342/2008 and repealing Regulations (EEC) No 2847/93, (EC) No 1627/94
and (EC) No 1966/2006 (OJ L 343, 22.12.2009, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2009/1224/0j).

1 Regulation (EU) 2017/2107 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 November 2017
laying down management, conservation and control measures applicable in the Convention area of the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), and amending Council
Regulations (EC) No 1936/2001, (EC) No 1984/2003 and (EC) No 520/2007 (OJ L 315, 30.11.2017, p.
1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2017/2107/07).
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functionally linked to the TACs are temporarily maintained, pending the outcome of the 2026
annual meeting of the SPRFMO held from 2 to 6 March 2026.

Pending the outcome of that annual meeting, the text of the relevant recital of Regulation
(EU) 2025/669 is included in square brackets and the TACs in SPRFMO Convention area are
marked ‘pm’ in this proposal. As soon as the outcome of that annual meeting is known, the
Commission services will update the proposal by means of a non-paper proposing those TACs
for 2026 at the level agreed in the SPRFMO.

NPFC

Pending the outcome of the 10" session of the North Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC),
to be held from 14 to 17 April 2026, Regulation (EU) 2026/249 provisionally set at zero the
fishing opportunities for Chub mackerel (Scomber japonicus) in the NPFC Convention area
for the period from 1 June 2026 to 31 May 2027.

Those fishing opportunities should be marked ‘to be established’. That is to allow the fishery
for Chub mackerel to start from 1 June 2026, following the conclusion of the NPFC session,
for EU fishing vessels issued a fishing authorisation in accordance with Articles 20 to 22 of
Regulation (EU) 2017/2403 of the European Parliament and of the Council '%.

IATTC

Regulation (EU) 2026/249 established two groups of closure periods for EU purse seine
fishing vessels in the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) Convention area
for 2026, during which those vessels are prohibited from fishing for yellowfin tuna (Thunnus
albacares), bigeye tuna or skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis). That Regulation also
established extensions to those closure periods for vessels whose annual catches of bigeye
tuna in the IATTC Convention area during the previous year exceeded certain levels.

In line with the measures adopted by the IATTC at its 2021, 2024 and 2025 annual meetings,
those provisions should be amended so that the first group of closure periods applies
throughout the entire IATTC Convention area whilst the second group of closure periods
continues to apply in a specific area only. In addition, those provisions should be amended so
that the extensions of the closure periods for EU purse seine fishing vessels, based on their
catches of bigeye tuna in the IATTC Convention area during the previous year, only apply to
the first group of closure periods and thus no longer apply to the second group of closure
periods.

On 20 January 2021, the European Parliament and the Council adopted Regulation (EU)
Regulation (EU) 2021/56'3 implementing into EU law certain management, conservation and
control measures applicable in the IATTC Convention area. Article 8 of that Regulation
establishes measures for oceanic whitetip sharks (Carcharhinus longimanus). Article 40 of
Regulation (EU) 2026/249 overlaps with Regulation (EU) 2021/56 on that subject matter and

12 Regulation (EU) 2017/2403 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2017 on the
sustainable management of external fishing fleets, and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No
1006/2008 (OJ L 347, 28.12.2017, p. 81, ELI: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/reg/2017/2403/0j).

13 Regulation (EU) 2021/56 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 January 2021 laying
down management, conservation and control measures applicable in the Inter-American Tropical Tuna
Convention area and amending Council Regulation (EC) No 520/2007 (OJ L 24, 26.1.2021, p. 1, ELI:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/56/07).
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imposes requirements that are already addressed under Union law. It is therefore appropriate
to delete Article 40 of Regulation (EU) 2026/249.

Sole in Iberian waters

Regulation (EU) 2026/249 sets a TAC for sole in ICES divisions 8c, 8d and 8e (southern Bay
of Biscay), subareas 9 and 10, and EU waters of Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central
Atlantic (CECAF) 34.1.1 (Iberian waters) for 2026 and for 2027. According to ICES, there
are three main species of sole caught in that area: common sole (Solea solea), Senegalese sole
(Solea senegalensis) and sand sole (Pegusa lascaris). The scientific name referred to in the
TAC is “Solea spp.”, which does not cover sand sole as that does not belong to the genus
Solea. However, sand sole was previously referred to by scientists as Solea lascaris and as a
result was previously considered to belong to the genus Solea.

The Commission proposed the level of the TAC for 2026 and 2027 in line with the advice for
common sole and taking into account the catch shares of the three species of sole (49%
common sole and 51% both Senegalese and sand sole). In addition, landings of sand sole have
been notified under the TAC by one of the two Member States concerned. Although the other
Member State concerned has not notified landings of sand sole under the TAC.

To provide legal certainty, the scientific name referred to in the TAC for sole in ICES
divisions 8c, 8d and 8e should therefore be amended. Taking into account the above, it is
proposed to replace the scientific name “Solea spp.” by “Solea spp. and Pegusa lascaris” to
also cover sand sole.

Herring in the Skagerrak-Kattegat and North Sea

Regulation (EU) 2026/249 sets the TACs for herring in EU, UK and Norwegian waters of
ICES subarea 4 north of 53°30'N (North Sea) and ICES division 3a (Skagerrak-Kattegat). It
also establishes a quantity of 250 tonnes that may be fished by Norway in Norwegian and EU
waters of the Skagerrak-Kattegat under the Norwegian quota for herring in the Skagerrak-
Kattegat, in line with the outcome of the bilateral consultations between the EU and Norway.

However, Norway does not establish a separate quota for herring in the Skagerrak-Kattegat,
but rather a single quota for herring in both the North Sea and the Skagerrak-Kattegat.
Accordingly, the quantity that may be fished by Norway in Norwegian and EU waters of the
Skagerrak-Kattegat should be established under the Norwegian quota for herring in the North
Sea.
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2026/0069 (NLE)
Proposal for a
COUNCIL REGULATION

amending Regulation (EU) 2026/249 fixing for 2026, 2027 and 2028 the fishing

opportunities for certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing

vessels, in certain non-Union waters

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular
Article 43(3) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the European Commission,
Whereas:

(1

2

Council Regulation (EU) 2026/249'* fixes for 2026, 2027 and 2028 the fishing
opportunities for certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing
vessels, in certain non-Union waters. Those fishing opportunities, including certain
measures functionally linked thereto, should be amended to take into account the
publication of scientific advice, as well as the outcomes of consultations with third
countries and regional fisheries management organisations (RFMOs) meetings.

[The recital and the relevant provisions will be updated after more concrete
information is received from the UK on completion of its relevant internal
procedures.] [In 2025, the Union and the United Kingdom held bilateral consultations
on the setting of a large number of total allowable catches (TACs) for 2026, including
certain measures functionally linked to those TACs, for stocks listed in Annex 35 to
the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the European
Atomic Energy Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, of the other part!> (‘Trade and Cooperation Agreement’). The
outcome of those consultations was documented in a written record signed by the
Heads of Delegation on 10 December 2025. As documented in the written record, the
Heads of Delegation agreed to recommend to their respective authorities that the
remedial measures for cod, haddock and whiting in the Celtic Sea and Irish Sea and
for sole and plaice in the Channel should start applying, in principle, no later than 1
June 2026, in both parties alike to ensure level playing field as the stocks in question
are jointly managed. That would be subject to the Parties having notified the
completion of their respective internal procedures required for the adoption of those
remedial measures. The starting date of application for remedial measures agreed for

Council Regulation (EU) 2026/249 of 26 January 2026 fixing for 2026, 2027 and 2028 the fishing
opportunities for certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing vessels, in
certain non-Union waters, and amending Regulation (EU) 2025/202 (OJ L, 2026/249, 30.1.2026, ELI:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2026/249/07).

Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy
Community, of the one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the
other part (OJ L 149, 30.4.2021, p. 10, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2021/689(1)/0j).
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3)

“)

)

(6)

(7

cod and whiting in the Irish Sea and for sole and plaice in the Channel should be
amended following receipt of information from the United Kingdom on the expected
completion of its relevant internal procedures for adoption of the measures.]

[The recital and the relevant provisions will be updated after the conclusion of
consultations between the Union and the United Kingdom.] [On 6 March 2025, the
Union and the United Kingdom conducted bilateral consultations pursuant to Article
498(2), (4) and (6) of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement on the level of the TAC
for sandeel and associated by-catches (Ammodytes spp.) in United Kingdom and
Union waters of International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) subarea 4,
United Kingdom waters of ICES division 2a, and Union waters of division 3a. The
Union participated in those consultations on the basis of the Union position endorsed
by the Council on 4 March 2025. The outcome of those consultations was documented
in a Written Record signed on 12 March 2025. That TAC should therefore be set at the
level agreed with the United Kingdom.]

[The recital and the relevant provisions will be updated.] [Regulation (EU) 2026/249
sets provisional Union quotas for mackerel in the north-east Atlantic for the first half
of 2026. The Union quotas for mackerel for 2026 should be set before the expiry of
the provisional Union quotas on 30 June 2026, while respecting the provisions of the
Trade and Cooperation Agreement. ]

[The recital and the relevant provisions will be updated after the conclusion of
consultations between the Union and Norway.] [The Union and Norway are holding
consultations regarding the access to their respective waters for fishing for herring
(Clupea harengus) (‘Atlanto-Scandian herring’) and blue whiting (Micromesistius
poutassou) in the north-east Atlantic for 2026. Those access levels should be set in
line with the outcome of those bilateral consultations.]

Following the setting of a reference TAC for cod in the north-east Arctic for 2026, the
definitive Union quota for cod in Svalbard waters and international waters of ICES
subarea 1 and division 2b for 2026 should be set based on that reference TAC for 2026
and on the Union’s historical share for cod in the north-east Arctic. That Union quota
should be allocated to the Member States in accordance with Council Decision
87/277/EEC'S, subject to the adaptations necessary due to the withdrawal of the
United Kingdom from the Union as set out in Annex 36, table E to the Trade and
Cooperation Agreement.

[The recital and the relevant provisions will be updated after the approval by ICCAT
of the Union annual plan.] [Fishing effort limits for Union fishing vessels fishing for
bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) in International Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) Convention area, east of 45°W and maximum input and
capacity for Union farms of bluefin tuna in that area are based on information
provided in the annual plans referred to in Articles 11, 13 and 15 of Regulation (EU)
2023/2053 of the European Parliament and of the Council!”. Member States are to

Council Decision 87/277/EEC of 18 May 1987 on the allocation of the catch possibilities for cod in the
Spitsbergen and Bear Island area and in Division 3M as defined in the NAFO Convention (OJ L 135,
23.5.1987, p. 29, ELI: http://data.curopa.cu/eli/dec/1987/277/0j).

Regulation (EU) Regulation (EU) 2023/2053 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13
September 2023 establishing a multiannual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic
and the Mediterranean, amending Regulations (EC) No 1936/2001, (EU) 2017/2107, and (EU)
2019/833 and repealing Regulation (EU) 2016/1627 (OJ L 238, 27.9.2023, p. 1, ELL
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/2053/07).
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®)

)

(10)

(1D

submit those plans to the Commission by 31 January of each year, pursuant to Article
16(1) of Regulation (EU) 2023/2053. Those plans are then compiled by the
Commission and form the basis for the establishment of a Union annual plan, which is
transmitted to the ICCAT Secretariat for discussion and approval by ICCAT, as
required by Article 16(2) of Regulation (EU) 2023/2053. On 5 March 2025, the Union
annual plan for 2025 was approved by ICCAT. The Union fishing effort limits and
Union maximum farming input and capacity for 2025 should therefore be amended in
line with that annual plan.]

[The recital and the relevant provisions will be updated after the approval by ICCAT
of the Union annual plan and the availability of data on Member States’ quota use in
the preceding year.] [In accordance with Article 8 of Regulation (EU) 2023/2053,
certain Member States included in their annual fishing plans submitted to the
Commission requests to carry-over 5 % of their annual quota of bluefin tuna in the
ICCAT Convention area, east of 45°W from 2024 to 2025. On the basis of those
requests, the Commission included a request for carry-over of the EU quota for that
stock from 2024 to 2025 in the Union annual plan for 2025. Following the approval of
the Union annual plan, the quotas of those Member States for bluefin tuna in the
ICCAT Convention area, east of 45°W for 2025 should therefore be amended
accordingly.]

In accordance with Articles 8a, 17b and 18b of Regulation (EU) 2017/2107 of the
European Parliament and of the Council'®, annual quotas for certain Member States
for bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) in the ICCAT Convention area, albacore (Thunnus
alalunga) in the ICCAT Convention area, both north of 5°N and south of 5°N, and
swordfish (Xiphias gladius) in the ICCAT Convention area, both north of 5°N and
south of 5°N, were transferred from 2024 to 2026 in accordance with the relevant
ICCAT recommendations. The quotas of those Member States for those stocks for
2026 should therefore be amended accordingly.

[The recital and the relevant provisions will be updated after the SPRFMO annual
meeting.] [At its 13th annual meeting in 2025, the South Pacific Regional Fisheries
Management Organisation (SPRFMO) adopted catch limits for jack mackerel
(Trachurus murphyi) and maintained exploratory fisheries for toothfishes
(Dissostichus spp.). In addition, the SPRFMO maintained and amended functionally
linked measures. Those outcomes of the SPRFMO meeting should therefore be
implemented in Union law.]

Pending the outcome of the 10™ session of the North Pacific Fisheries Commission
(NPFC), the fishing opportunitics for Chub mackerel (Scomber japonicus) in the
NPFC Convention area for the period from 1 June 2026 to 31 May 2027 should be
marked ‘to be established’, in order to allow the fishery for Chub mackerel to start
from 1 June 2026, for Union fishing vessels issued a fishing authorisation in

Regulation (EU) 2017/2107 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 November 2017
laying down management, conservation and control measures applicable in the Convention area of the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), and amending Council
Regulations (EC) No 1936/2001, (EC) No 1984/2003 and (EC) No 520/2007 (OJ L 315, 30.11.2017, p.
1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2017/2107/07).
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(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)
(16)

(17)

accordance with Articles 20 to 22 of Regulation (EU) 2017/2403 of the European
Parliament and of the Council .

The two groups of closure periods for Union purse seine fishing vessels in the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) Convention area established by
Regulation (EU) 2026/249, during which such vessels are prohibited from fishing for
yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares), bigeye tuna or skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus
pelamis), should be amended in line with measures adopted by the IATTC. The first
group of closure periods should be amended to apply throughout the entire IATTC
Convention area whilst the second group of closure periods should continue to apply
in a specific area only. In addition, the extensions of closure periods for Union purse
seine fishing vessels, based on their catches of bigeye tuna in the IATTC Convention
area during the previous year, should only apply to the first group of closure periods
and thus no longer apply to the second group of closure periods.

On 20 January 2021, the European Parliament and the Council adopted Regulation
(EU) 2021/56* implementing into Union law certain management, conservation and
control measures applicable in the IATTC Convention area. Article 8 of that
Regulation establishes measures for oceanic whitetip sharks (Carcharhinus
longimanus). Article 40 of Regulation (EU) 2026/249 overlaps with Regulation (EU)
2021/56 on that subject matter and imposes requirements that are already addressed
under Union law. It is therefore appropriate to delete Article 40 of Regulation (EU)
2026/249.

Regulation (EU) 2026/249 set a TAC for sole in ICES divisions 8c, 8d and 8e,
subareas 9 and 10, and EU waters of Fishery Committee for the Eastern Central
Atlantic (CECAF) 34.1.1 for 2026 and for 2027. According to ICES, there are three
main species of sole caught in that area: common sole (Solea solea), Senegalese sole
(Solea senegalensis) and sand sole (Pegusa lascaris). The scientific name referred to
in the TAC is “Solea spp.”, which does not cover sand sole. However, sand sole was
previously considered to belong to the genus Solea. To provide legal certainty, the
scientific name referred to in the TAC should be replaced by “Solea spp. and Pegusa
lascaris” to also cover sand sole.

Regulation (EU) 2026/249 should therefore be amended accordingly.

In order to maintain the reporting periods for the TACs amended by this Regulation,
which apply from 1 January 2026, the amended TACs should apply retroactively from
that date. Such retroactive application does not affect the principles of legal certainty
and protection of legitimate expectations, as the TACs concerned are maintained or
increased.

Given the urgency of avoiding interruptions to fishing activities, this Regulation
should enter into force on the day of its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Union,

20

Regulation (EU) 2017/2403 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2017 on the
sustainable management of external fishing fleets, and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No
1006/2008 (OJ L 347, 28.12.2017, p. 81, ELI: http://data.curopa.eu/eli/reg/2017/2403/0j).

Regulation (EU) 2021/56 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 January 2021 laying
down management, conservation and control measures applicable in the Inter-American Tropical Tuna
Convention area and amending Council Regulation (EC) No 520/2007 (OJ L 24, 26.1.2021, p. 1, ELI:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/56/07).
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HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

Article 1
Amendment of Regulation (EU) 2026/249

Regulation (EU) 2026/249 is amended as follows:

1. Article 37 1s amended as follows:

(a)

(b)

(©)

in paragraph 1, point (a) is replaced by the following:
‘(@) either from 00:00 hours on 6 August 2026 to 24:00 hours on 8 October

2026 or from 00:00 hours on 9 November 2026 to 24:00 hours on 11
January 2027 in the IATTC Convention area; and’

in paragraph 6, the introductory sentence is replaced by the following:

‘The closure periods referred to in paragraph 1, point (a) shall be extended for
Union purse seine fishing vessels, on the basis of their catches of bigeye tuna
in the IATTC Convention area during the previous year, as follows:’

paragraph 7 is replaced by the following:

‘(7)  The extensions of the closure periods referred to in paragraph 6 apply
as follows:

(a) for the closure period starting on 00:00 hours on 6 August 2026,
the additional days are added before the start of that closure
period; and

(b) for the closure period starting on 00:00 hours on 9 November
2026, the additional days are added after the end of that closure
period.’

2. Article 40 is deleted.

3. Article 62 is amended as follows:

(a)

(b)

(©)
(d)

in paragraph 2, point (d) is replaced the following:

‘(d)  Article 19(1) to (2) and (4) to (6) shall apply from 1 June 2026 to 31
December 2026;’;

in paragraph 2, the following points (da) and (db) are inserted:

‘(da) Article 19(3) shall apply from pm 2026 to 31 December 2026
(db)  Article 20 shall apply from pm 2026 to 31 December 2026;’;
in paragraph 2, point (k) is deleted; and

in paragraph 3, ‘40’ is deleted.

4, Annex IA, Parts A and B, and Annexes IB, ID, IH, IM and VI are amended in
accordance with the Annex to this Regulation.

Article 2
Entry into force and application

This Regulation shall enter into force on the day of its publication in the Official Journal of
the European Union.

EN
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It shall apply from 1 January 2026.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels,

For the Council
The President
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ANNEX
Amendments to Annexes to Regulation (EU) 2026/249

(1) Annex IA is amended as follows:
(a) in Part A, Table 23 is replaced by the following:
Table 23
Species: Sole Zone: 8¢, 8d, 8¢, 9 and 10; Union waters of
pecies: ' CECAF 34.1.1
Solea spp. and Pegusa lascaris (SOO/8CDE34)
Year Each 2026 and 2027
Spain 185 Precautionary TAC
Portugal 307
Union 492 O
TAC 492 O
M Within the limits of these quotas, no more than the following quantity of common sole (Solea solea) shall
be taken (SOL/8CDE34):

190

b
(b) in Part B, Table 1 is replaced by the following:
(3
Table 1
United Kingdom and Union waters of 4;
Species: Sandeel and associated by-catches Zone: United Kingdom waters of 2a; Union waters
of 3a
Ammodytes spp. SAN/2A3A4.M
Denmark pm D@ Analytical TAC
Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not
M)
Germany pm apply, unless otherwise specified in footnote 3.
Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply
M) P

Sweden pm unless otherwise specified in footnote 3.
Union pm D@
United m
Kingdom P
TAC pm

@
2)

Catches in the different sandeel management areas set out below shall be reported separately.
Up to 2% of the quota may consist of by-catches of whiting (OT1/¥2A3A4X). By-catches of whiting counted
against the quota pursuant to this provision and by-catches of species counted against the quota pursuant to

Article 15(8) of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 shall, together, not exceed 9% of the quota.

Special condition: within the limits of these quotas, no more than the quantities given below may be taken in the following
sandeel management areas, as defined in Annex I1I:

Zone: Union waters of sandeel management areas

Ir 2r 3r 4 S5r 6 Tr
(SAN/234 1R | (SAN/234 2R | (SAN/234 3 | (SAN/234 | (SAN/234 5 | (SAN/234 6 | (SAN/234 7
) )@ R) 4) R) )P R)
Denmark pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
1
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Germany pm pm pm pm pm pm pm I
Sweden pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
Union pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
United

Kingdom pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
Total pm pm pm pm pm pm pm

3)

Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall apply
Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall apply

(c) in Part B, Tables 10 and 11 are replaced by the following:

Table 10
Species:  Herring® Zone: 3a
Clupea harengus (HER/03A.)
Denmark 7344 OOG) Analytical TAC
Germany 117 OO
Sweden 7682 M@
Union 15143 OO
Norway Not relevant
TAC 328 566
) Catches of herring taken in fisheries using nets with mesh sizes equal to or larger than 32 mm.
@ Only the following amounts of the herring stocks HER/03A. (HER/*03A.) and HER/03A-BC (HER/*03A-BC)
may be fished in 3a:
Denmark 554
Germany 8
Sweden 407
Union 969
® Special condition: up to 50 % of this amount may be fished in United Kingdom waters of 4 (HER/*4-UK), and
50 % may be fished in Union waters of 4b (HER/*4B-EU).
Table 11
Species:  Herring™® Zone: Union, United Kingdom and Norwegian
waters of 4 north of 53°30'N
Clupea harengus (HER/4AB.)
Denmark 38 730 Analytical TAC
Germany 25421 Article 7(2) of this Regulation applies
France 15 874
Netherlands 37108
Sweden 2731
Union 119 864
Norway 91013 @O
United 59 156
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Kingdom

TAC 328 566
(O] Catches of herring taken in fisheries using nets with mesh sizes equal to or larger than 32 mm.
@ Catches taken within this quota are to be deducted from Norway’s share of the TAC. Within the limit of this
quota, no more than the following quantity may be taken in Union waters of 4b (HER/*04B-C):
2700
® Special condition: within the limits of this quota, no more than 250 tonnes may be taken in Norwegian and

Union waters of 3a (HER/*03A).

Special condition: within the limits of these quotas, no more than the quantity given below may be taken in the following
zone:

Norwegian waters south of 62°N (HER/*4N-S62)

Union 2700

(d) in Part B, Tables 57 to 59 are replaced by the following:

Table 57
Species: Blue whiting Zone: Norwegian waters of 2 and 4
Micromesistius poutassou (WHB/24-N.)
Denmark 0 Analytical TAC
Union 0
TAC 851 344
Table 58
Species: Blue whiting Zone: United Kingdom, Union and international
waters of 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7, 8a, 8b, 8d, 8e, 12
and 14
Micromesistius poutassou (WHB/1X14)
Denmark 38983 O Analytical TAC
Germany 15157 O Article 7(2) of this Regulation applies
Spain 33049 OO
France 27129 @
Ireland 30188 ™
Netherlands 47537 O
Portugal 3070 M@
Sweden 9643 @
Union 204756 MO
Norway 47905 ©@6
fs?;(r)lfls Not relevant
Elilli:ge;om Not relevant
TAC 851 344

™ Special condition: within a total access limit of to be established tonnes for the Union, Member States may fish up to

3 EN
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@)

3)

@

®)

the following percentage of their quotas in Faroese waters (WHB/*05-F.): to be established %

Transfers of this quota may be effected to 8c, 9 and 10 and to Union waters of CECAF 34.1.1. However, such
transfers shall be notified in advance to the Commission.

Special condition: from the Union quotas in United Kingdom, Union and international waters of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8a,
8b, 8d, 8e, 12 and 14 (WHB/*NZJM1) and in 8c, 9 and 10 and Union waters of CECAF 34.1.1 (WHB/*NZJM2), the
following quantity may be fished in the Norwegian Economic Zone or in the fishery zone around Jan Mayen:

pm
May be fished in Union waters of 4, 6a North of 56°30'N, 6b and 7 West of 12°W (WHB/*46AB7-EU).

Special condition: from the Norwegian quota, the following quantity may be fished in Union waters of 4, 6a North of
56°30'N, 6b and 7 West of 12°W:

pm
Table 59
Species: Blue whiting Zone: 8c, 9 and 10; Union waters of CECAF 34.1.1
Micromesistius poutassou (WHB/8C3411)
Spain 26 242 Analytical TAC
Portugal 6561 Article 7(2) of this Regulation applies
Union 32803 O
TAC 851 344
M Special condition: from the Union quotas in Union and international waters of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8a, 8b, 8d, 8e, 12
and 14 (WHB/*NZJM1) and in 8c, 9 and 10 and Union waters of CECAF 34.1.1 (WHB/*NZJM2), the following
quantity may be fished in the Norwegian Economic Zone or in the fishery zone around Jan Mayen:
pm
b
(e) in Part B, Tables 103 to 105 are replaced by the following:
[3
Table 103
3a; United Kingdom, Union waters of
Species: Mackerel Zone: 2a, 3b, 3c; 3d and 4; Norwegian waters
2a and 4a
Scomber scombrus (MAC/2A34-N.)
Belgium pm D@ Analytical TAC
Denmark pm  (HA@
Germany pm OO
France pm @
Netherlandss pm D@
Sweden pm DA
Union pm OO
TAC pm

@

EN

Special condition: within the limits of those quotas, no more than the quantities given below may be taken in the
following zones:
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2)

3)

“@

United

United Kingdom Kingdom and

3a and Union 4b 4e international
(MAC/*03A.) waters of 3a, 4b (MAC/*04B.) | (MAC/*04C.) waters of 2a, 5b,

’ and 4c ’ ’ 6,7,8d,8e, 12

(MAC/*3A4BC) and 14

(MAC/*2AX14)
Belgium pm pm pm pm pm
Denmark pm pm pm pm pm
Germany pm pm pm pm pm
France pm pm pm pm pm
Netherlands pm pm pm pm pm
Sweden pm pm pm pm pm
Union pm pm pm pm pm

Within the limits of those quotas, and in agreement with the relevant coastal State, no more than the quantities

given below may also be taken in the following two zones:

Norwegian waters

of 2a and 4a Faroese waters
(MAC/*02A4AN- [ (MAC/*FRO1)
)

Belgium To be established estab;l;s()hl;g
Denmark To be established estab;l;;)hzfi
Germany To be established establ]iqsohsg
France To be established estab;l;s()hzfi
Netherlands To be established establ]iqsohsg
Sweden To be established establ];s()hl;(ei
Union To be established estab;l;s()hzfi

Special condition: the following quantity may be taken in Norwegian waters of 2a and 4a (MAC/*2A4AN):

pm

When fishing under this special condition, by-catches of cod, haddock, pollack, whiting and saithe are to be
counted against the quotas for those species.

Within the limit of this quota, the following transfers are made by Denmark to be fished in United Kingdom and
Union waters of 6, 7, 8d; Union waters of 8a, 8b and 8e; international waters of 12 and 14; and United Kingdom

and international waters of 2a and 5b (MAC/*2A14):

Germany pm
Spain pm
Estonia pm
France pm
Ireland pm
Latvia pm
Lithuania pm
Netherlands pm
Poland pm
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Table 104

6, 7, 8a, 8b, 8d and 8e; United Kingdom

Species: Mackerel Zone: and international waters of Sb;
international waters of 2a, 12 and 14

Scomber scombrus (MAC/2CX14-)

Germany pm @ Analytical TAC

Spain pm @

Estonia pm @

France pm @

Ireland pm @

Latvia pm @

Lithuania pm @

Netherlands pm @

Poland pm @

Union pm @

Norway To be established (M3

Faroe Islands To be established ~®

United Kingdom Not relevant @

TAC 299 010

o) Special condition: of which up to 25% can be made available for exchanges to be fished by Spain, France and

Portugal in 8c, 9 and 10 and Union waters of CECAF 34.1.1 (MAC/*8C910).

2

May be fished in 2a, 6a north of 56°30'N, 4a, 7d, 7e, 7f and 7h (MAC/*AX7H).

3 The amount of access limit indicated below may be fished by Norway north of 56°30'N (MAC/*N5630). The
amounts not counted under footnote 2 shall be counted against the catch limit established by Norway.
To be established
@ This amount shall be deducted from the Faroe Islands catch limit (access quota). It may be fished only in 6a north

of 56°30'N (MAC/*6ANS56). However, from 1 January to 15 February and from 1 October to 31 December this

quota may also be fished in 2a, 4a north of 59°N (MAC/*24N59).

Special condition: within the limits of these quotas, no more than the quantities given below may be taken in the following zones

and periods:

United
Kingdom
waters of
4a. During
the periods
from 1 .
Norwegian waters
January to of 2a Faroese waters
k
14 February (MAC/*2AN-) (MAC/*FRO2)
and from 1
August to
31
December
(MAC/*4A-
UK)
. To be
Germany pm | To be established established
. . To be
Spain pm [ To be established established
. . To be
Estonia pm | To be established established
. To be
France pm [ To be established established
. To be
Ireland pm [ To be established established
. . To be
Latvia pm [ To be established established
6
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. . . To be
Lithuania pm | To be established established
. To be
Netherlands pm [ To be established established
. To be
Poland pm [ To be established established
. . To be
Union pm [ To be established established
UT“ted Not Not relevant Not relevant
Kingdom relevant
Table 105
Species: Mackerel Zone: 22, 19 i':md 10; Union waters of CECAF
Scomber scombrus (MAC/8C3411)
Spain pm @ Analytical TAC
France pm @
Portugal pm ®
Union pm
TAC pm
M Special condition: quantities subject to exchanges with other Member States may be taken in 8a, 8b and 8d

(MAC/*8ABD.). However, the quantities provided by Spain, Portugal or France for exchange purposes and to be
taken in 8a, 8b and 8d shall not exceed 25% of the quotas of the donor Member State.

Special condition: within the limits of these quotas, no more than the quantities given below may be taken in the following zone:

8b (MAC/*08B.)

Spain pm
France pm
Portugal pm

2
(a)

Annex IB is amended as follows:

Table 1 is replaced by the following:

Table 1
Species: Herring Zone: United Kingdom, Faroese, Norwegian and
international waters of 1 and 2
Clupea harengus (HER/1/2-)

Belgium 11 Analytical TAC

Denmark 10 675

Germany 1 869

Spain 35

France 461

Ireland 2763

Netherlands 3820

Poland 540

Portugal 35

7
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Finland 165

Sweden 3956
Union 24 330
United

Kingdom Not relevant
TAC 533914

Special condition: within the limits of the abovementioned quotas, no more than the quantities given below may be taken in
the following zones:

Norwegian waters north of 62°N and the fishery zone around Jan Mayen (HER/*2AJMN)

Belgium pm
Denmark pm
Germany pm
Spain pm
France pm
Ireland pm
Netherlands pm
Poland pm
Portugal pm
Finland pm
Sweden pm
Union pm

2, 5b north of 62°N (Faroese waters) (HER/*25B-F)

Belgium 0

Denmark

Germany

Spain

France

Ireland

Netherlands

Poland

Portugal

Finland

(=3 =l e E=2 =1 -k Nkl Rkl Nl il

Sweden

2

(b) Table 4 is replaced by the following:

EN

Table 4
. Svalbard waters; international waters of 1 and
Species: Cod Zone: b
Gadus morhua (COD/1/2B.)
Germany 1507 M@ Analytical TAC
8
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Spain
France
Poland
Portugal
Others

Union

TAC

3897

643
709
822
84

7 662

Not relevant

O Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall

not apply
QL) Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

DH2)
M@
MH@A)
DQ2)

[¢))

2)

3)

The allocation of the share of the cod stock available to the Union in the Spitzbergen and Bear Island
zone and the associated by-catches of haddock are without prejudice to the rights and obligations
deriving from the 1920 Treaty of Paris.

By-catches of haddock may represent up to 14% per haul in the Spitzbergen and Bear Island zone. The
by-catch quantities of haddock are in addition to the quota for cod.

Except Germany, Spain, France, Poland and Portugal. Catches to be counted against this shared quota
shall be reported separately (COD/1/2B AMS).

3)

Annex ID is amended as follows:
(a) Table 12(1) is replaced by the following:

Table 12(1)

Species: Bluefin tuna Zone: ICCAT Convention area, east of 45°W
Thunnus thynnus (BFT/ICAE45W)

Cyprus pm @ Analytical TAC

Greece pm Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

Spain pm @@ Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

France pm @O®

Croatia pm ©

Italy pm @

Malta pm @

Portugal pm

Others pm @

Union pm 2)3)H(5)(6)

TAC 48 403,00 O

(¢)]

2)

3)

EN

Except Cyprus, Greece, Spain, France, Croatia, Italy, Malta and Portugal, and exclusively as by-catch.
Catches to be counted against this shared quota shall be reported separately (BFT/ICAE45W_AMS).

Special condition: within this TAC, the following catch limits and allocation between Member States shall
apply to catches of bluefin tuna between 8 kg/75 cm and 30 kg/115 cm by the vessels referred to in point 1 of

Annex VI (BFT/*E45W8301):

Spain pm
France pm
Union pm

Special condition: within this TAC, the following catch limits and allocation between Member States shall
apply to catches of bluefin tuna weighing no less than 6,4 kg or measuring no less than 70 cm by the vessels
referred to in point 1 of Annex VI (BFT/*E45W641):

France

pm

Union

pm

9 EN
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@ Special condition: within this TAC, the following catch limits and allocations between Member States shall
apply to catches of bluefin tuna between 8 kg/75 cm and 30 kg/115 cm by the vessels referred to in point 2 of
Annex VI (BFT/*E45W641):

Spain pm

France pm | *

Italy pm

Cyprus pm

Malta pm

Union pm

* Of which 50% may only be fished in the Gulf of Lion.

® Special condition: within this TAC, the following catch limits and allocations between Member States shall

apply to catches of bluefin tuna between 8 kg/75 cm and 30 kg/115 cm by the vessels referred to in point 3 of
Annex VI (BFT/*E45W643):

Italy pm
Union pm
© Special condition: within this TAC, the following catch limits and allocations between Member States shall

apply to catches of bluefin tuna between 8 kg/75 cm and 30 kg/115 cm by the vessels referred to in point 3 of
Annex VI for farming purposes (BFT/*E45W8303F):

Croatia pm

Union pm

(b) Tables 7, 8, 11, 14 and 15 are replaced by the following:

Table 7
Species: Northern Albacore Zone: lCCAT Convention area, north of 5°N, excluding
Mediterranean

Thunnus alalunga (ALB/ICANO5SNXM)
Ireland 4 959,40 Analytical TAC
Spain 27 953,00 Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not

apply
France 8 791,67 Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply
Portugal 3 065,81
Union 4476988 (M@
United
3)

Kingdom 352,80
TAC 47 251,00
® The number of Union fishing vessels fishing for Northern albacore as a target species shall be: 1 241.
@ Special condition: Within the limit of this quota, no more than the following quantities may be taken in

United Kingdom waters (ALB/*ICANO5SNXM-UK):

Ireland 62,03

Spain 349,65

France 109,97

Portugal 38,35

Union 560,00
® Special condition: Within the limit of this quota, no more than the following quantities may be taken in

Union waters (ALB/*ICANOSNXM-EU):

560,00
10
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Table 8

Species: Southern Albacore Zone: ICCAT Convention area, south of 5°N
Thunnus alalunga (ALB/ICASO5N)

Spain 1 087,65 Analytical TAC

France 357,44 Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not

apply

Portugal 761,16 Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

Union 2 206,25

TAC 28 000,00

Table 11

Species: Bigeye tuna Zone: ICCAT Convention area
Thunnus obesus (BET/ICCAT)

Spain 842035 @ Analytical TAC

France 357659 O Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not

apply

Portugal 2921,48 @ Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

Union 1491842 O

TAC 73 000,00 @

) Catches of bigeye tuna by purse seiners (BET/*ICCATPS) and longliners with an overall length of 20
metres and above (BET/*ICCATLL) shall be reported separately. As of June, when catches reach 80% of
the quota, Member States are required to transmit the catches for these fishing vessels on a weekly basis.

Table 14
Species: Swordfish Zone lCCAT Convention area, north of 5°N, excluding
Mediterranean
Xiphias gladius (SWO/ICANOSNXM)

Spain 672029 @ Analytical TAC

Portugal 110820 @ aApr:,lli,le 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not

Others 162,84 M@ Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

Union 7991,33

TAC 14 769,00

) Exclusively for by-catches. Catches to be counted against this shared quota shall be reported separately
(SWO/ICANOSNXM_AMS).

@ Special condition: up to 2,39 % of this quantity may be fished in the ICCAT Convention area, south of
5°N (SWO/*ICASO05N). Catches to be counted against the special condition of the shared quota shall be
reported separately (SWO/*ICASO5SN AMS).

Table 15

Species: Swordfish Zone: ICCAT Convention area, south of 5°N
Xiphias gladius (SWO/ICASO05N)

Spain 498434 O Analytical TAC

Portugal 317.86 O Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not

apply

Union 5302,20 Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

TAC 10 000,00

@

Special condition: up to 3,51 % of this quantity may be fished in the ICCAT Convention area, north of
5°N (SWO/*ICANO5N).
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“4)

Annex IH is replaced by the following:

ANNEX IH

SPRFMO CONVENTION AREA

Table 1
Species: Toothfishes Zone: SPRFMO Convention area, research blocks A and
Dissostichus spp. B®
(TOT/SPR-AB)
TAC pm @O Precautionary TAC

Article 3of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply

@

2)

3)

@

Research block A:
NW: 50°30’S, 136°E
NE: 50°30’S, 140°30’E
SE: 54°50’S, 140°30’E
SW: 54°50’S, 136°E
Research block B:
NW: 52°45°S, 140°30’E
NE: 52°45°S, 145°30’E
SE: 54°50’S, 145°30’E
SW: 54°50’S, 140°30’E

This annual TAC is only for exploratory fisheries, as defined in Article 4, point 11, of Regulation (EU)
2018/975 of the European Parliament and of the Council”. Fishing shall be limited to depths between 600 m
and 2 500 m. Fishing shall be limited to one trip of a maximum duration of 60 consecutive days which may
occur any time between 1 May and 15 November. All fishing shall cease immediately if the death of the
following occurs:

(a) one of any of the following species: wandering albatross (Diomedea exulans), grey-headed albatross
(Thalassarche chrysostoma), black-browed albatross (Thalassarche melanophris), grey petrel
(Procellaria cinerea), soft-plumaged petrel (Pterodroma mollis); or

(b) three individuals of any of the following species: light-mantled albatross (Phoebetria palpebrata),
southern giant petrel (Macronectes giganteus) and northern giant petrel (Macronectes halli).

Fishing shall further be limited to a maximum number of 5 000 hooks per set, with a maximum of 100 sets.
Longlines shall be set at least 3 nautical miles apart from each other, and not set at previous longline locations
within one calendar year. Fishing shall cease either when the TAC is reached or if 100 sets have been set and
hauled during the trip, whichever is earlier.

* Regulation (EU) 2018/975 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 July 2018 laying down
management, conservation and control measures applicable in the South Pacific Regional Fisheries
Management Organisation (SPRFMO) Convention Area (OJ L 179, 16.7.2018, p. 30,

ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2018/975/0j).

Of which up to pm tonnes may be fished in research block A. As the catch limit for research block A is
approached, shorter lines shall be set to ensure that the catch limit is not exceeded. Catches of toothfishes in
research block A shall be reported separately (TOT/SPR-A).

Of which up to pm tonnes may be fished in research block B. As the catch limit for research block B is
approached, shorter lines shall be set to ensure that the catch limit is not exceeded. Catches of toothfishes in
research block B shall be reported separately (TOT/SPR-B).

EN
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Table 2

Species: Jack mackerel Zone: SPRFMO Convention area
Trachurus murphyi (CIM/SPRFMO)
Germany pm Analytical TAC
Netherlands pm Article 3(2) and (3) of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply
Lithuania pm Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply
Poland pm
Union pm
TAC Not relevant

%) Annex IM is replaced by the following:

3

ANNEX IM
NPFC CONVENTION AREA
Table 1
Species: Chub mackerel Zone: NPFC Convention area
Scomber japonicus
Union To be  1ewe) Precautionary TAC
established Article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 847/96 shall not apply
NPFC Tobe DR
Contracting established
Parties,
including
Union
TAC Not
relevant
M May only be fished from 1 June 2026 to 31 May 2027.
@ Special condition: under this catch limit no more than the quantities given below may be taken by the
following vessels:
Trawlers” Purse seiners”
(MAS/NPFC-TR) (MAS/NPFC-PS)
To be established To be established
* The fisheries under those catch limits will be closed by NPFC Contracting Parties, including for the
Union by the Commission, within two days from the issue date of the notice of the NPFC Executive
Secretary that the utilisation of those catch limits has reached 95 %.
& Only one trawler flying the flag of a Member State shall be authorised to fish for chub mackerel at any time.
That applies without prejudice to any allocation of future fishing opportunities by the Union in the NPFC
Convention area, in particular to the Member State authorised to fish in the period from 1 June 2026 to 31
May 2027.
@ Union fishing vessels over 10 000 gross tonnage shall not be authorised to fish for chub mackerel.
® Catches under this quota shall be reported separately (MAS/NPFC-EU).

EN
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(6)

Annex VI is amended as follows:

(a) Point 4 is replaced by the following:

Maximum number of fishing vessels of each Member State that may be authorised to
fish for, retain on board, tranship, transport or land bluefin tuna in the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean.
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Number of fishing vessels®™
Greece® Spain France Croatia Italy Cyprus® Malta® Portugal
Purse seiners® pm pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
Longliners pm pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
Baitboats pm pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
Handline pm pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
Trawlers pm pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
Small-scale pm pm pm pm pm pm pm pm
Other artisanal® pm pm pm pm pm pm pm pm

vessels.

vessels.
@ One medium-size purse seiner may be replaced by no more than 10 longline vessels.

the future.
®  Polyvalent vessels, using multi-gear equipment (longline, handline, trolling line).

(M The numbers in this table may be further increased, provided that the Union’s international obligations are complied with.
@ One medium-size purse seiner may be replaced by no more than 10 longline vessels, or by one small purse seiner and three other artisanal

@ One medium-size purse seiner may be replaced by no more than 10 longline vessels, or by one small purse seiner and no more than three longline

®  The individual numbers of purse seiners in this table are the result of transfers between Member States and do not constitute historical rights for
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(b) Point 5 is replaced by the following:

Maximum number of traps engaged in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin

tuna fishery authorised by each Member State

Maximum number of traps
Member State Number of traps
Spain pm
Italy pm
Portugal pm

(c) Point 6 is replaced by the following:

Maximum number of authorised farms and maximum input of wild-caught bluefin
tuna that each Member State may allocate to its farms in the eastern Atlantic and

Mediterranean
Maximum number of authorised farms and input of wild-caught bluefin tuna
Number of farms Input (in tonnes)
Greece pm pm
Spain pm pm
Croatia pm pm
Italy pm pm
Cyprus pm pm
Malta pm pm
Portugal pm pm
16
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