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From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Delegations
Subject: Presentation by the European Construction Industry Federation (agenda

item 2) at the Working Party on Competitiveness and Growth (High Level)
on 07 May 2026

Delegations will find attached a presentation by the European Construction Industry Federation,
with a view to the discussion by the Working Party on Competitiveness and Growth (High Level) at

its meeting on 07 May 2026.

This document contains a presentation by an external stakeholder and the views expressed therein
are solely those of the third party it originates from. This document cannot be regarded as stating an

official position of the Council. It does not reflect the views of the Council or of its members.
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European Strategy for Housing Construction

Digitalisation of building permit procedures

« Towards full digital transformation
« Clear timelines, accountability and transparency in decision-making

Accelerating standardisation and innovation uptake

« Boosting innovation uptake by develcpment of standards

Financing and public procurement

« Need for a shift towards performance-based procurement, quality criteria and support
for industrialised/modular construction

Labour shortages and skills gaps

« Increasing availability of skilled workforce in construction
« Facilitating labour mobility withinthe EU
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The “Single Market Strategy”

and the “Construction Services Act”

Constructionis NOT like other sectors

Local

Majority of SMEs
operating at regional/national level

Large firms establish local subsidaries
rather than operate cross-border

Barriers to cross-border activity

Complex administrative systems

Lack of accessible information

Obstacles related to
qualifications, social security
coordination, language
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The “Single Market Strategy”

and the “Construction Services Act”

Clearred lines

Mational frameworks
must remain central

Building
the change

Mutual recognition of
skills and
gualifications

Key principle

Access toinsurance

High-risk sector

atrict requirements
on H&S, skills.
qualifications

REesult of long-
standing social
dialogue

Any EUinitiative
mustnot lead to
|ower national
standards

Construction
activitiesintrinsically
linked to national and
regicnal regulations

Ensuring quality,
safety and consumer
protection

Full harmenisation
simply NOT feasible

hNeed for better
transparency and
easier access to
information

» Build on what exists
» Respect national

» Jimplified, more
efficient and faster

» Improving the
recognition of

procedures insurance policies systems
across Member
: States
» While : Focus on concrete

standardization can

offerbenefits itmust = clear EU added
remain voluntary and value

involve social

partners

and workable
solutions
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(Regulatory) Simplification

Sim plification « Omnibus on sustainability reporting =» step in theright direction

COSt pressures and + High and volatile material costs

. « Increasing regulatory requirements
rES“lence » Essential to strengthen Europe’s industrial resilience

« Dne of the biggest bottlenecks:
complex and lengthy permitting procedures

Project delivery + Need for simpler permitting processes, clear deadlines and legal

certainty
+ Planning rules supporting both renovation and new construction

Building
the change

9066/26
ANNEX

EN


https://www.parlament.gv.at/le/link?gp=XXVIII&ityp=EU&inr=71421&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:9066/26;Nr:9066;Year:26&comp=9066%7C2026%7C

e ABuewe |ed: mmm

C |

EUROPEAN CONSTRUCTION
INDUSTRY FEDERATION

Thank you!

Follow us
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