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STATEMENTS FOR ENTRY IN THE COUNCIL MINUTES 

1. Statement on payments 

In order to ensure the proper implementation of Union's programmes and to avoid an 

excessive level of RAL in the final year of the current MFF, the Council invites the 

Commission to continue closely and actively monitoring, during the year 2027, the 

implementation of the programmes (particularly in sub-heading 2a and Rural Development). 

To that end, taking into account the forecasts accuracy of the Member States where applicable 

and the payments margin in the draft budget 2027 - mainly driven by sub-heading 2a, it 

expects the Commission to present in a timely manner updated figures concerning the state of 

affairs and estimates regarding 2027 payment appropriations. 

If the figures show that the appropriations entered in the budget 2027 are insufficient to cover 

the justified needs, the Council invites the Commission to present as soon as possible an 

appropriate solution, inter alia a draft amending budget, with a view to allow the budgetary 

authority to take any necessary decisions as soon as possible without undue delay for justified 

needs. 

Where applicable, the Council will take into account the urgency of the matter, shortening the 

eight-week period for a decision if deemed necessary. The same applies mutatis mutandis if 

the figures show that the appropriations entered in the budget 2027 are higher than needed. 

The Council will carefully examine the letter of amendment concerning agriculture (including 

information on assigned revenue) in order to appropriately assess the level of resources under 

heading 3 (Natural resources and environment) in the budget 2027. 

  

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/le/link?gp=XXVIII&ityp=EU&inr=83577&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:11544/26;Nr:11544;Year:26&comp=11544%7C2026%7C


  

 

11544/26 ADD 1   3 

 ECOFIN.2.A  EN 
 

2. Statement on heading 7 (European Public Administration) 

The Council reiterates the clear signal from the Heads of State and Government at the 

February 2024 European Council meeting, which emphasised the need for restraint in 

administrative expenditure. Referring to paragraph 130 of the July 2020 European Council 

conclusions, all EU institutions, bodies, agencies, and their administrations were called on to 

optimise staff resources to the 2020 level and seek efficiency gains in non-salary related 

expenditures. Therefore, the Council strongly urges all institutions to further control and 

manage administrative spending and pursue for efficiencies. 

The Council regrets that the Commission is proposing to use the Single Margin Instrument  to 

cover the needs despite the Council’s conclusions on the budget guidelines for 20271 to 

ensure that the current ceilings of heading 7 of the MFF would not be exceeded and that the 

special instruments will not be mobilised for this heading. 

The Council highlights that the parameters used by the Commission in preparation of the draft 

general budget for 2027 to estimate the necessary amounts for the salary adjustment may not 

be accurate. If this is confirmed in the forthcoming amending letter to the draft budget for 

2027, the Council expects that any surplus amounts in heading 7 will be fully reinstated into 

the special instruments to address unforeseen needs in 2027. 
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3. Statement on its position on the draft general budget of the European Union for the 

financial year 2027 – reintroduction of the calculation of “national contributions” 

The Council notes that, in its presentation of the calculation of the financing of the budget [by 

category of own resources and by Member State], the Commission has reduced the level of 

detail and transparency by omitting the calculation of a “national contribution”. 

The discontinuation of information on the total current transfers paid by the general 

government of each Member State to the institutions of the European Union -figures which 

are subject to regular adjustments due to their basis in statistical aggregates- constitutes a 

break with EU financial reporting standards established at least since the financial year 2007, 

and also removes a standardised reference point for stakeholders, thereby limiting the 

possibility of conducting a well-informed analysis of contributions made to the EU budget. 

The Council invites the Commission to reintroduce a calculation of “national contribution” in 

future draft budgets and draft amending budgets. 

The adoption of this position on the draft general budget of the European Union for the 

financial year 2027 is without prejudice to future or ongoing legislative deliberations that may 

be affected by the notion and concept of “national contributions“. 
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