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NOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Council

Subject: Draft Council Conclusions on Equality as a driver for economic growth and

competitiveness in the EU

- Approval

- Statement by the BG delegation

Delegations will find in the annex a statement by the BG delegation in relation to the

abovementioned conclusions.
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ANNEX

NssBiaenne Ha Peny0iuka buarapus

no 3ak/oyeHusiTa Ha ChbBeTa OTHOCHO PABEHCTBOTO KATO ABHUIaTe/l HA
HKOHOMMYECKHS PacTe:k 1 KOHKypeHTocnocooHocrra B EC

Penybnuka beiarapus otaaBa rojsiMo 3Hau€HHE Ha YTBBPKIABAHETO U 3all[UTaTa Ha IpaBara
Ha YOBEKa M MOTBbp)KJaBa CBOS AHTAXMMEHT 3a TrapaHTHUpaHe Ha pPaBEHCTBOTO M OopbaTta ¢
JUCKPUMHHALIMATA KaTO OCHOBHH LIEHHOCTU Ha EBponeiickus cho3.

IIpe3 2018 r. Konctutyunonuusr cba Ha Penybnuka bbirapus npue penieHue, B KOETO ce
nocouBa, ue Konsenmusara Ha CpBera Ha EBpomna 3a mpeBeHIus u 60pda ¢ HACWIMETO HaJ KCHHU U
noManrHoTo Hacwiue (,,McTtanOyickara KOHBEHIHS ‘) YTBBPIKIaBa IPABHHU KOHIICTIIINH, CBhP3aHU C
KOHIIETIHITA 32 ,,gender, KOUTO ca HEChbBMECTUMU C OCHOBHUTE MPpHUHIUIK HAa KoHCTUTYIIMsATA HA
Peny6uka bearapusi. Ocen ToBa npe3 2021 r. KOHCTUTYITMOHHUST ChJT IOMIBIHUTEIIHO TIOSICHH, Y€
MOHATHETO ,, IO (aHTI. ,,seX‘), u3nmon3BaHo B KoHCTUTynMsITa, B KOHTEKCTa HA HAI[MOHATHHS
IIPaBOB peJl, clieBa Jia ce pa3dupa caMo B HETOBUS OMOJIOTMYEH CMHUCHI (MBXKE U KEHH).

B maparpad 12 or 3axmouenusta Ha ChbBeTa 3a PaBEHCTBOTO KAaTO JBUraTtell Ha
MKOHOMHYECKHSI pacTeX U KOHKypeHTocrocooHocTTa B EC ce chabppika TepmunsbT “gender identity”,
KOMTO € HECHbBMECTUM ¢ OMHAPHOTO pazdupaHe 3a MoJ, ChIIIACHO OBJITapCKOTO 3aKOHOIATEIICTBO.

B 3axmouenusita Ha CbBeTa 3a paBEHCTBOTO KaTO JIBUTATeNl HA MKOHOMUYECKHUS PaCTeX U
KOHKYypeHTocrnocoOHocTTa B EC ChIO ce ChAabpika TEPMUH, KOMTO € HECHBMECTHM C OMHApPHOTO
pasz0OupaHe 3a 1MoJj, ChIiIacHO OBITapCKOTO 3aKoHOoAaTencTBO - JITBTUK+ mo oTHOIeHNe Ha YacTTa
cu ,,K+“Cnopen ompenenenuero, naaeHo ot EBpomeiickara komucus B Ctparerusita Ha EK 3a
paBHonoctaBeHocT Ha JITBTHUK+ 3a 2026 - 2030 1., ,,K+*“ oOxBaima nuia, KOUTO HE C& ONMPEILIIST C
Hsikon OoT OmHapHUTE mojose kaTo JI'BTU. To3u TepMuH HE MOXKeE J1a ce€ IPHEME KaTo JIOTOBOPEH
e3uk B CbBeTa U B JOMBJIHEHUE KbM TOBA BOAW U JO MPaBHA HECUTYPHOCT, Thil KaTO € HESICHO KOU
JUIA CJie/iBa J1a Ob/IaT 3alllUTaBaHU CPEIly AUCKPUMHUHAIUS CHIJIACHO TOBA OIPECIICHHE.

OTtunTaiiki 3HAYEHUETO Ha TEMAaTa 32 PAaBEHCTBOTO MEXKIY MBKETE U )KEHUTE KaTo JIBUraTell
Ha UKOHOMMYECKH PAaCTeX U KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, B AyX Ha KoMmmpomuc, Pemy6nuka bearapus
MOJIKpEIsl MPUEMaHETO Ha 3aKJIIOUEHUsTa, KaTo B cboTBeTCTBUE ¢ Pemenns Ne 13/2018 u 15/2021 Ha
Koncruryunonnust c¢ba Ha PenyOnuka bearapus, cTpanata cu 3ama3Ba IpaBOTO Ja Ipuiara
TEPMUHUTE B IOKyMEHTa C pa30MpaHeTo, 4e MOHATHETO 3a IO UMa caMO U €IUHCTBEHO OMOJIOTHYEH
CMHCBJI — MBXXKH U )KEHCKH, U HE TTpHeMa TEpPMUHNUTE, KOUTO OMXa MOTJIH J1a U3JA3aT U3BBH HETO.
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Statement by the Republic of Bulgaria

on the Council Conclusions on equality as a driver for economic growth
and competitiveness in the EU

English courtesy translation

The Republic of Bulgaria attaches great importance to the promotion and protection of human rights
and reaffirms its commitment to ensuring equality and combating discrimination as fundamental
values of the European Union.

In 2018, the Bulgarian Constitutional Court adopted a decision stating that the Council of Europe’s
Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence
(‘Istanbul Convention’) promotes legal concepts related to the notion of ‘gender’ that are
incompatible with the main principles of the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria. Furthermore,
in 2021, the Constitutional Court further clarified that the term ‘sex’ used in the Constitution, should,
in the context of the national legal order, be understood in its biological sense only (men and women).

Paragraph 12 of the Council Conclusions on equality as a driver of economic growth and
competitiveness in the EU contains the term "gender identity,” which is incompatible with the binary
understanding of sex under Bulgarian legislation.

Council Conclusions on equality as a driver of economic growth and competitiveness in the EU also
contain a term incompatible with the binary understanding of sex under Bulgarian legislation —
"LGBTIQ+," specifically the "Q+" component. According to the definition provided by the European
Commission in the LGBTIQ+ Equality Strategy 2026-2030 "Q+" encompasses individuals who do
not identify with the binary sexes associated with the LGBT]I. This term cannot be accepted as agreed
language within the Council; furthermore, it creates legal uncertainty, as it is unclear which persons
are to be protected against discrimination following this definition.

Recognizing the importance of gender equality as a driver of economic growth and competitiveness,
and in a spirit of compromise, the Republic of Bulgaria supports the adoption of the conclusions;
however, in accordance with Decisions No. 13/2018 and 15/2021 of the Constitutional Court of the
Republic of Bulgaria, the country preserves the right to apply the terms used in the document with
the understanding that the concept of "gender has only and exclusively a biological sense - male and
female - and does not accept terms that that go beyond it.
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