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‒ Constituency location matters

‒ Central location as normatively desirable 
‒ Equal access to power 

‒ Self-interest of voters & representatives: Proximity to seat of power

‒ Capitals can be moved relatively easily

Motivation & theoretical framework
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‒ Problem: We rarely observe preferences in realistic scenarios

‒ Four cases:
‒ Germany (1991) – floor votes; legislative speeches; voter surveys
‒ Thuringen (1991) – floor votes
‒ Switzerland (1848) – floor votes
‒ Lower Austria (1986) – public opinion poll (Volksbefragung) – 61% of 

citizens responded

‒ Can observe residence/constituency in all cases
‒ Shapefiles for constituencies, Bezirke, cantons, municipalities 

Data
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Bonn vs. Berlin (legislators)
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Voting on the Landtag of Thuringia (1991)
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Voting on the capital of Switzerland (1848)
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Volksbefragung in Lower Austria (1986)
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‒ Proximity matters
‒ For legislators
‒ For voters

 Selfish incentives drive preferences 

‒ But: Fair representation + selfish voting =  geographic centroid

‒ Lots of room for improvement: Germany (317km), France (203km)
‒ Austria (134km)

Conclusion

14



Thank you for listening 
Questions are very welcome 

David M. Willumsen – david.willumsen@uibk.ac.at
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