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What is scholarship for?

House of Lords 1998-2002 House of Commons 2011-2013

Parliaments and People 2014-17

Ethiopia and Bangladesh

Deepening Democracy 2017-2021

Ethiopia and Myanmar



Ethnography of Parliaments, Politicians and People 
in Brazil, Ethiopia, Fiji, India, the UK and the US
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Shapeshifting work of politicians



Rory Stewart , Former UK MP & Minister

‘As a British minister… I had to be at least three

different things, in three places, at one time. I was an

MP serving constituents in the Cumbrian-Scottish

border; I was also paid to be a parliamentarian,

voting 350 miles south in Westminster; and also a

minister, often abroad, moving through five different

positions in four years. How do you balance your

obligation to visit a health project in Nigeria against

being present in parliament to vote on assisted dying

– when on the same day there is an event for a

hospice in your constituency? When there is no time

for such important things, how much time should you

spend with your children?’

The Guardian, 6 June 2024



Continuities & discontinuities: 
rhythms, riffs, and rituals

7

House of Commons – UK Parliament copyright



Measuring performance
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—Performativity – Judith Butler’s idea of making 

the world, and the relationships within it, 

through language, gesture and playing roles 

as if on a stage

—Performance management – doing well or 

badly as individuals in the eyes of others, to 

be assessed, managed and corrected

—High performance – as a system or machine, 

often measured in terms of activities, outputs, 

and impact



Brazilian politicians

Telma 

Hoyler



Politicians representing themselves on X and 
Facebook

D Month Year



Political performance failure in Tigray and Ethiopia



To Texas: the Lone Star State
The Capitol – Day 1, 10th January 2023



The gallery in the House of Representatives: 
a polarized society



The issue of the 
88th session of the 
Texas state 
legislature: trans 
rights



In the café of the Txlege





Studying co-operation and bipartisanship 
among Texas Representatives



Representatives’ desks

      

 
 
 

 

TEXAS HOUSE 

SEATING CHART  

88TH LEGISLATURE 

ROSENTHAL HAYES HINOJOSA 

149 148 138 

 

TALARICO BUCY 

128 118 

 

M. GONZÁLEZ MOODY 

108 98 

 

GATES KLICK 

76/ 66 

 

CANALES HUNTER 

56 46 

 

R. LOPEZ MARTINEZ FISCHER 

36 26 

 

C
.E

. 
H

A
R

R
IS

 

7
8
 

 
7
7
 8

 

M
U
Ñ

O
Z

 

4
 

R
A

M
O

S
 

 

7
 

S
T

U
C

K
Y

 

3
 

L
A

M
B

E
R

T
 

 

6
 

A
S

H
B

Y
 

2
 

C
L

A
R

D
Y

 

 

5
 

G
E

R
E

N
 

1
 

T
. K

IN
G

 

 

ANCHÍA ORTEGA 

147 137 

 

J.E. JOHNSON HOWARD 

127 117 

 

FLORES MEZA 

107 97 

 

CAIN VASUT 

75 65 

 

J. GONZÁLEZ MANUEL 

55 45 

 

BUMGARNER HERRERO 

35 25 

 

TURNER WU 

146 136 

 

BERNAL VO 

126 116 

 

SCHATZLINE DISTRICT 2 

106 Vacant 

 

C.J. HARRIS BUCKLEY 

74 64 

 

COLLIER SHERMAN 

54 44 

 

SMITH WALLE 

34 24 

 

COLE HERNANDEZ 

145 135 

 

K. KING DUTTON 

125 115 

 

DORAZIO ORR 

105 95 

 

GERDES LUJAN 

73 63 

 

BURNS VANDEAVER 

53 43 

 

SCHOFIELD OLIVERSON 

33 23 

 

LONGORIA ROSE 

144 134 

 

KUEMPEL DEAYALA 

124 114 

 

ISAAC J. LOPEZ 

104 94 

 

KITZMAN CORTEZ 

72 62 

 

MURR LANDGRAF 

52 42 

 

GOLDMAN BONNEN 

32 22 

 

GÁMEZ A. JOHNSON 

143 133 

 

FRAZIER BRYANT 

123 113 

 

BOWERS MORALES SHAW 

103 93 

 

ORDAZ E. MORALES 

71 61 

 

HOLLAND MEYER 

51 41 

 

BURROWS LEACH 

31 21 

 

PLESA J. JONES 

142 132 

 

C. MORALES KACAL 

122 112 

 

ALLEN GERVIN-HAWKINS 

102 92 

 

TEPPER SPILLER 

70 60 

 

PATTERSON SHAHEEN 

50 40 

 

METCALF SCHAEFER 

30 20 

 

HULL SLAWSON 

141 131 

 

CRADDICK PRICE 

121 111 

 

BAILES MARTINEZ 

101 91 

 

E. THOMPSON PAUL 

69 59 

 

TOTH WILSON 

49 39 

 

HEFNER C. BELL 

29 19 

 

JETTON ROGERS 

140 130 

 

CAPRIGLIONE FRANK 

120 110 

 

LALANI PEREZ 

100 90 

 

J.D. JOHNSON BHOJANI 

68 58 

 

THIERRY HARRISON 

48 38 

 

SWANSON TINDERHOLT 

28 18 

 

CAMPOS GARCIA 

139 129 

 

COOK NOBLE 

119 109 

 

LEO-WILSON LOZANO 

99 89 

 

S. THOMPSON ANDERSON 

67 57 

 

ROMERO NEAVE CRIADO 

47 37 

 

BUTTON K. BELL 

27 17 
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Representatives joint authoring on bills



Joint authorship and co-authorship in the 
House

D Month Year



Speaker Dade Phelan



Collaboration in politics and research

Michelle Taylor-Robinson, 

political scientist

—Ethnography is always collaborative. 

Brings ideas, contacts, methods that 

are new to the other person/people, 

and deepen insight

—Interdisciplinary ethnography is even 

more powerful – high standard of 

rigour & accountability in 

understanding the everyday practice of 

political work.

—You get a far richer understanding of 

what goes on in political worlds if you 

consider three critical entanglements 

entanglements: (a) relationships, (b) 

context, (c) alliances/conflicts


